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Il T- is defired, That all things be conſidered 


as in the immediate preſence of Gop. 


: "Fit every has ſpeak freely whatever is 
in his mind. 


While we are converſing, let us have an 
eſpecial care, to ſet Gop always before us. In 
the intermediate hours, let us redeem all the 
time we can for private exerciſes, and let us 


give ourſelves to prayer for one another, and 
tor a bleſling on this our labour. 
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SECTION EL 
The Defi en o GOD in ſending the Method if 


Preachers. 


. I. N what view may the Methodif 
1 Preachers be conſideredꝰ 


A. As Meſſengers ſent by the Lord, 1 
the common way, To provoke the regular 
Clergy to jealouſy, and to ſupply their lack 
of ſervice, towards thoſe who are periſhing for 


want of knowledge : and above all, to reform 


the nation, by ſpreading ſcriptural holineſs over 
the land. 


ALPS NIE . — 


$ 11. . of Methodiſm. 


9. 2. What was the riſe of Methodiſm fo 
called ? 


B In 


EY. 
A. In 1720, the late Mr. WesLEty and his 
Brother, upon reading the Bible, ſaw they could 


not be ſaved without holineſs : They followed 


after it, and incited others to do the ſame. 
In 1737, they ſaw holineſs comes by faith. 
They ſaw likewiſe, that men are juſtified be- 
fore they are ſanctified: but ſtill holineſs was 
their point. 


Go then thruſt them out, utterly againſt 


their will, to raiſe a holy people. When datan 


could no otherwiſe hinder this, he threw An- 
tinomianiſm in the way, which ſtrikes directly 
at the root of all holineſs. 


* 
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$ III. The met hom 1 F trying Candidates for the 
Miniſtry. 


©. 3. How ſhall we try thoſe who think 


they are moved by the T0 Ghoſt to preach | 


the Goſpel ? 
A. Enquire, Do they know God as a par- 


doning God? Have they the Love of God 
abiding in them ? Do they deſire and ſeek no- 


thing but God? And are they holy in all 


manner of converfation? Have they Gifts as 


well as Grace for the work? Have they a 


clear, ſound underſtanding? Have they a right 


judgment in the things'of God? Have they a 


Juſt conception of Salvation by Faith? And 


has God given them an acceptable way of 
ſpeaking? Do they ſpeak juſtly, readily and 
clearly ? Have they: had any fruit of their 
labour? Have any been truly convinced of 
fin, and converted to God by their preaching ? 
> 1 AS : 
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As long as the above marks concur in any 
one, we believe he is called of God to preach, 
"Theſe we receive as ſufficient proof, that he 
is moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt. 


But before any one can be reccived. even upon 
trial among us, it is neceſſary, That he ſhould 
have been a member of the Society for ſome 


_ conſiderable time. That he ſhould have acted 


as a Local-preacher. That he ſhould. be re- 
commended by the Quarterly-meeting to. the 
Diſtrict-meeting : And by that to the Conter- 


ence: And at the Conference in 1797, it was 


agreed that before any Superintendent propoſe 
any Preacher to. the Conference as proper to bg 
admitted on trial, ſuch Preacher muſt not only 
be approved of at the. March Quarterly-meet- 
ing, but muſt have read and figned the GBNR- 
RAL MINurzs, as fully approving . of them. 
Nor muſt any one ſuppoſe, or pretend to think, 

that the' converſations which have been on any 
of theſe Minutes were intended, to qualify them, 
as in the leaſt to affect the ſpirit and deſign of 
them. That he ſhould then travel four years 
upon trial, during which time he muſt not 
marry. And being well recommended by the 
people where he has laboured, and by the 


Preachers who have laboured with him, .he 


ſhall then be received into full connection. The 
proper time for doing this is at a Conference. 
After ſerious ſolemn prayer, the followin 

queſtions ſhall be propoſed to each candidate, 


which he ſhall be required to anſwer as in the 
preſence of God: 


« Have you a lively Faith in Chriſt ? Do 


vou enjoy a clear manifeſtation of the Love 


« of God to your ſoul? Have you conſtant 
2 „ power 


fatisfaQion, we then give him the Minutes of 


A:4 9: 
power over all ſin? Do you expe to be 
perfected in love in this life? Do you really 


deſire and earneſtly ſeek it? Are you re- 


ſolved to devote yourſelf wholly to God, 
and to his work? Do you know the Metho- 
diſt plan of doctrine and diſcipline? Have 
you read the plain account of the Metbodiſts? 
The Appeals to Men of Reaſon and Reli- 


gion? Do you know the Rules of the So- 


ciety and of the Bands? Are you deter- 


\ mined by the help of God to keep them? 
Do you take no Snuff, Tobacco or Drams ? 
Have you read and ſeriouſly conſidered the 
Minutes of the Conference? Eſpecially 
have you conlidered the rules of a helper ? 
And above all, the firſt, tenth and twelfth, 
and will you keep them for conſcience fake ? 


Are you determined to employ all your time 
in the work of God? Will you preach 
every morning 'and evening, when oppor- 
tunity ſerves, endeavouring not to fpeak too 


long or too loud? Will you diligently in- 


ſtruct the children where you can? Will 
you viſit from houſe to houſe where it may 
be done? Will you recommend faſting and 
prayer, both, by precept and example ? Are 
you in debt.” 


Having anſwered the above queſtions to our 


the Conference inſcribed thus : : 


« Repentance. Make full proof hereof, and 


6 I's AY, 


« You think it your duty to call finners to 


«« we ſhall rejoicc to receive you 283 fellow 
1 labourer,” 


$ IV. The 
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SY . The Ye and Duty of. a aun 


Preacher. 


gy” 4. What is the Office of a Christian 


| Miniſter 7 


A. To watch over-: ſouls, as he that muſt 


give account. To feed:and guide the flock. + 


2. 5. How mall he de my qualified for a 
great work??? 


A. By walking elaſsly with Gop, and hav- 
ing his work greatly at heart: by underſtand- 
ing and loving every branch of our diſcipline ; 
and by carefully and conftantly obſerying the 
twelve. rules of an helper ; viz. 


. Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Ne- 
ver be triflingly employed. Never WHILE away 
time, nor ſpend more time at any place than! is 


ſtrictly neceſſary. 


2. Be ſerious. Let your motto be, Holineſs 
to the Lord. Avoid all — jeſting and 


= foolith talking. 


. Converſe ſparingly and cautiouſly with 
women, particularly with young women. 


4. Take no ſtep towards marriage without 


ſolemn prayer to GoD, and cunfulting with 
your Brethren. 


5. Believe evil of no one: unleſs fully 3 


take heed how you credit it. Put the beſt con- 


firuction you can on every thing.. You know 


the judge is always W to be on the Pay 
ſoner's ſide. 


. Speak evil of no one: elſe. your neal 
eſpecially, would eat as doth a canker : keep 
3 3 Four 


5 


your thoughts within your own breaſt, gl you 


come to the perſon: concerned. 


. Tell every one, what you think wrong 
in him, lovingly and plainly, and as ſoon as 
may be, elſe it will feſter in your own heart. 
Make all haſte to caſt the bre out of your 
boſom. 5 


8. Do not affect the REV LING A Preacher 


of the Goſpel is the Servant of all. 


9. Be aſhamed of nothing but fin, no not of 
cleaning your own ſhoes, when neceſſary. 


10. Be punctual. Do every thing exactly 
at the time. And do not mend our rules, but 
keep them, and that for conſcience fake. 
11. You have nothing to do but to ſave ſouls. 
Therefore ſpend and be ſpent in this work. 
And go always, not only to thoſe who want 
you, but to thoſe who want you moſt. 


12. Act in all things, not according to your 


own will, but as a Son in the Goſpel, and in 


union with your Brethren. As ſuch, it is your 
part to employ your time as our rules direct; 
partly in preaching, and viſiting from houſe to 
houſe: Partly in Reading, Meditation, and 
Prayer. Above all, if you labour with us in 
our LORD's Vineyard, it is needful that you 
{hould do that part of the work which the Con- 
:ference ſhall adviſe, at thoſe times, and places, 
which they ſhall judge moſt for his glory. 


Obſerve: It is not your buſineſs, to preach 
ſo many times, and to take care merely of this 
or that Society: but to ſave as many ſouls as 
you can: to bring as many ſinners as you poſ- 
ſibly can to Repentance, and with all your 


power to build them up in that Holineſs, with-" 


out 


dent 3 


1 
out which they cannot ſee the LORD. And 


| remember, a Methodiſt Preacher is to mind 


every point, great and ſmall, in the Methodiſt 
diſcipline. Therefore you will need all the 
grace and all the fenſe you have; and to have 
all your wits about you. 


8 V. The peculiar B neſs fe a Superintendent 
. 6. What is the buſineſs of a Superinten- 


A. To ſee that the aches Preachers in his Cir- 
cuit behave well, and want nothing. He ſhould 


conſider theſe, (eſpecially if they are young 


men) as his pupils: Into whoſe behaviour 
and ſtudies he ſhould frequently enquire ; and 
at proper times ſhould aſk, Do you walk clofely 
with Gop? Have you now fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Sen? At what hour do you 
rife? Do you punctually obſerve the morning 
and evening hour of retirement? Do you ſpend 
your time profitably? Do you converſe. ſeriouſly, 
uſefully, and cloſely? Do you uſe all the 

means of grace yourſelf, and inforce the uſe of 
them on all other perſons? Theſe are either 
inſtituted or prudential : | 


I. The 1NSTITUTED are theſe : 1. Prayers 


In private, in the family, and in public ; con- 


ſiſting of deprecation, petition, intereeſſion and 
thankſgiving. Do you uſe each of theſe? 


Do you uſe private Prayer; every morning 
and evening at leaſt; if you can, at fix in the 
evening, and the hour — or after morni 
ra Do you: forecaſt} daily, wherever 
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you are, how to ſecure theſe hours ? - Do you 


avow it every where? Do you aſk every where, 
Have you Family Prayer? Do you retire at fix 
o'clock ! | 


II. Searching the Scripturesy by reading con- 


ftantly, ſome part every day, all the Bible, in 


order, carefully, ſeriouſly, and with earneſt 
prayer, before and after, and do this fruitfully, 
immediately practiſing what you learn there. 
2, Meditating, at ſet times, by a fixed rule. 

Hearing the word preached at all opportu- 
nities, carefully, with earneſt prayer to Gop 
for a bleſſing upon his word? Have you a 
N ew-Teftament always about you? 


III. The Lord's Supper. Do you uſe this at 


every opportunity? With ſolemn prayer, and 


with earneſt and deliberate ſelf-devotion ?. 
IV. Faſting. Do you faſt every Friday? The 


neglect of this is ſufficient to account for our 


 Feebleneſs and faintneſs of ſpirit. We are con- 


tinually grieving the Holy Spirit by the habitual 
neglect of a plain duty! Let us amend from 
this hour. There are ſeveral degrees of faſting, 
which cannot hurt your health. Begin next 
Friday, and avow this duty wherever you go. 
Touch no tea, coffee, or chocolate in the morn- 
ing, but if you want it, a little milk, or water- 
gruel. Dine on potatoes; and if you want it, 
eat three or four ounces of fleſh in the evening. 
But at other times eat no fleſh-ſuppers. Theſe 
exceedingly tend to breed nervous diſorders. 


V. Chriſtian Conference. Are you convinced 
how important, and how difficult it is to order 
your converſation aright? Is it always in grace, 
mT with lt, meet to miniſter grace to the 

hearers? 
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hearers? Do not you converſe, too long 'at a 
time? Is not an hour commonly enough? 


Would it not be well always to have a deter- 


minate end. in view ? And always to conclude 
with prayer ? 


y 


II. PRupENTIAL Means, we may uſe either 


as common chriſtians, or as pae˖ de of the 


1 : 


As common Chriſtians. What particular 
al have you in order to grow in | apes 


What arts of holy living? 


2. As Preachers. Do you meet every So- 
ciety, alſo the Leaders, and the Bands, if there 
are any? Do you live in holy watchfulneſs ; 
denying yourſelf ; taking up your croſs ; and in 
the exereiſe of the prefence of God? Do you 
fteadily watch againſt the world, the devil, 
yourſelf, and your beſetting ſin? Do you deny 
yourſelf every uſeleſs pleaſure of ſenſe, ima- 
gination, and honour? Are you temperate in 
all things? Inſtance in food; Do you uſe 
only that kind, and that degree, which is beſt 


both for your dody and ſoul? Do you ſee the 


neceſſity of this? Do you eat no more at each 
meal than is neceflary? Do you eat no fleſh 
ſuppers, and no late ſuppers? Do you uſe 
only that kind and degree of drink which is beſt 
both for your body and ſou]? Do you drink 
water, or wine, or ale? Do you want theſe? ? 


Wherein do you take up your croſs daily? 4 
Do you cheerfully: bear your croſs (whatever 15 


grievous to nature) as a gift of Gop, and la- 


bour to profit thereby ? 


Do you endeavour to ſet God always before 
you ? To ſee his eye continually fixt upon 
| you? 
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von? Never can you uſe. theſe means but a 


bleſſing ' muſt enſue. And the more you uſe 


'them the more you will grow in grace, 


A Superintendent; ought alſo to viſit the 


Claſſes ui. to regulate the Bands, 


And to deliver Tickets. To take in or to put 
aut of the Society, or the Bands. At the Con- 
ference in 1797, it was agreed, that the Lea- 
defs-meeting ſhall have a right to declare any 
perſon on trial, improper to be received into 


the fociety: and after ſuch declaration the Su- 
perintendent ſhall not admit ſuch perſon into 
the ſociety. And no perſon" ſhall he expelled 
from the ſociety for immorality, till ſuch im- 
morality be proved at a Leaders-meeting. To 
keep Watch- nights and Love-feaſts. To hold 


Quarterly- meetings, and there diligently to en- 


quire, both into the temporal and ſpiritual ſtate 


of the Societies. To take care that every So- 


| Clety be ſupplied with Books. To ſend to Lon- 
don a circumſtantial account of every remark- 
able converſion, and of every remarkable death. 
To take an exact liſt of all the Societies in his 
Circuit once a year. To meet the married 


men and. women, and the fingle men and wo- 


men, in the. large ſocieties once a year, and to 
o er-look the accounts of the Stewards, 


The following Advices are recommended to 
al the Superinter dents. 


Leave vour Succeflor a regular Catalogue of 


all the Sgeie tes in the Circuit, See that every 
Band-leader has the Band- rules. Calmly and 
chiy inforce the rules concerning need- 
leſs ornaments, drams, ſnuff, and tobacco. 
Give no: band-ticket to any perſon who does 


not 
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not promiſe to leave them off. As ſoon as 
there are four men or. women believers in any 
place, put them into a band. Suffer no. Love- 
teaſt to laſt more than an hour and half: And 
inſtantly ſtop all from breaking the cake with 
one another. Warn all from time to time, 


that none are to remove from one ſociety to 


another, without a certificate from the Superin- 
tendent in theſe words: A. B. the bearer, is 
« a member of our ſociety in C. I believe he 
«© hag a ſufficient reaſon for removing.” Every 
where recommend, decency and cleanlineſs... 
Cleanlineſs is next to Godlineſs. Read the 

thoughts upon dreſs once a year in every large 
ſociety. In viſiting the clafſes be very mild, 
but very ſtrict. Give no ticket to any who 

follow the fooliſh faſhions of the world. Meet 


the Bands once a week, and keep a Love-fcaſt 


for them only, once a quarter, Exhort every 
believer to embrace the advantage. Give a 
band-ticket to none, till they have met a quar- 


ter on trial. 


As we alway s wiſh to act by united counſels, 
and as we deſire that every perſon in any office 
in our ſocieties, ſhould fulfil the duties of his 
ſtation. It is the duty of the Superintendent 
to take care, that the leaders be not only men 
of ſound judgment, but men truly devoted to 
Cod : Let each of them be diligently examined 
concerning his method of meeting a claſs. Let 
this be done at the quarterly viſitation of the 
claſſes. And in order to this, allow ſuffieient 
time for the viſiting of each ſoctety. 


Let each Leader carefully enquire how eve 
foul in his clats proſpers; not only how each 


perſon ts es the outward rules, but how he 


grows 


. 1 12 
grows in the knowledge and love of Gov. En- 
deavour to make the meeting of the claſſes 
lively and profitable. Therefore change im- 


proper leaders. But in doing this, or in appoint- 


ing a new leader, great care and tenderneſs 


muſt be ' uſed, and it is highly neceſſary to con- 
ſult the reſt of the leaders on ' ſuch occaſions. 


It was agreed at the Conference in 1797, that 
no perſon ſhall be appointed a leader, or ſtewv- 
ard, or be removed from his office, but in con- 
junction with the leaders- meeting: the nomina- 


tion to be in the ſuperintendent, and the ap- 


probation or r difapprobation i in the leaders meet- 
ing. 
Let the leaders frequently meet t each others 


Claſſes. * 


Let us Ke which of the leaders are the 
moſt uſeful, and let theſe meet the other clatles 
as often as poſlible. 


—— 
$ VI. The method of admitting Parkin into Society. 
©. 7. How ſhall we prevent improper per- 


ſons from inſinuating themſelves into the ſociety ? 


1. Give notes to none but thoſe who are re- 
commended by a perſon you know, or till they 
have met three or four times in a claſs, and are 


recommended by the leader. 


2. Give tickets to none till they are recom- 
mended by a leader with whom they have met 
two months on trial. Give them the Rules of 
the Society the firſt time they meet. 


In large towns, admit perſons into the 
ſociety on the Sunday following the viſitation ot 
the 


WW  %©T 


(7 29: ) 
the claſſes, by, reading their names over; then 
read alſo the names of thoſe who are excluded. 
And admit perſons into the bands at the duar- 
terly love-feaſt after the viſitation. 


4. As to the excluſion of members from the 


ſociety, the far greater number exclude them- 


ſelves, by. utterly forſaking us: But with re- 
ſpect to others, let the Rules of the Society be 
carefully attended to, and the Leaders be con- 
ſulted on. ſuch occaſions} and the: crime proved 
to their ſatisfaction. | 


5. Let one or more of the Newardh bo a 
once a year. The proper time for doing this is 
at a quarterly- meeting, when the Superintendent 
ſhall conſult all who are preſent reſpecting who 
may be the moſt proper ee to act in that 


capacity. 


—— . 


_ $ VII. Reſpefing the admiſſian f Local- 
Preachers, and their Duty. 


6. Reſpecting the admiſſion of perſons to be 
Local-preachers, let the ſuperintendent regu- 
larly meet the local-preachers once a quarter; - 
and let none be admitted but thoſe who are pro- 


_ poſed and approved at that meeting; and if in 


any circuit this cannot be done, then let them 


be propoſed and approved in the general quar- 
terly- meeting. 


7. Every local-preacher ſhall meet in claſs, 
and conform to all our Rules of Diſcipline. 
Let none be excufed in this reſpect. -* 


Let no local-preacher be permitted to preach 
in any other circuit, without producing a re- 
commendation from che ſuperintendent of that 
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circuit in which he lives: Nor ſuffer any in- 
| vitation to be admitted as a plea, but from men 
m office, with the conſent of the ſuperintendent 
| of that circuit. The defign of this Rule is to 
| preventanyunder the character of alocal-preacher 
| trom burthening the people, either by collecting 
money, or by living upon them, and to prevent 
improper perſons who bear no part of the ex- 
pence, from inviting local-preachers to viſit 
them. But it never was intended to refle& the: 
; leaſt diſreſpect on any of our worthy brethren 
the local-preachers, (who,). conſidered as a body, 
we greatly reſpect. 


8. Let no local-preacher keep love-feaſts + 
without the conſent of the ſuperintendent, nor 
in any wiſe interfere with his buſineſs. Let 
every one keep in his own Ry and attend to- 
the dutics of his ſtation. 
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$ VIII. The regular Method of holding @ n- 


ference. 


| 9. 8, What is the method wherein we 
uſually proceed in our Conferences ? 
1. Elect a Preſident and Secretary, 
2. Enquire what Preachers have died the 
preceding year. 
3. What Preachers have deſiſted from tra- 
veling. : 
4. What Preachers are to be admitted. 
5. Who remain on trial: And who : are to 
be admitted on trial. 
6. Enquire into the objections which may be 
produced againſt any of the Preachers, who 
are to be examined one by onc. 
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7. Appoint 
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7. Appoint the Preachers to their reſpeAive 


Stations for the enſuing year. 

8. What numbers are in the Societies. 

9. What is the Kingswood Collection. 

10. What Boys are to be received into the 
School. And what Girls to be aſſiſted. 


II. What is the yearly Collection. And how 
this is expended. 


12. What is conttibited to the Pfrescberd 
10 And who are to be relieved out of it. 


. How many Preachers Wives are to be 
prodided for, and by what Societies. 


14. Where and when my the next Con- 
ference be. 


SIX. 2 Bafineſs of a Helper. 
What is the particular buſineſs of 


thoſe Preachers who do not act as Superin- 
tendents?2o2_ 


A. To feed the flock, by conſtantly preach- 
ing morning and evening. To meet the ſociety 
and the bands weekly. To meet the leaders 
weekly. To preach every morning where he 
can have twenty hearers, but where he can- 
not, then to ſing and pray with them. And to 
do any other part of the work which the ſuper- 
intendent may deſire him to do. 


©. 10. Should any of our Preachers follow 
trades ? * 


A. The queſtion is not, whether they may 
not oceaſionally work with their hands as St. 


Paul did: But whether it be proper for them 


to buy or ſell any kind of merchandize. It is 
C 2 fully 


(a0 
fully determined that this ſhall not be done by 


any Preacher, no not the felling of pills, drops 
or balſams. . 
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8 x. Directians for obtaining higher Degrees 
Hs F Holineſs. | 


O. 11. Why are not we ourſelves more holy ? 
Why do we not live in eternity? Why do we 
not walk with God all the day long? Why 


are we not wholly devoted to Gop, breathing 


the whole ſpirit of Miſſionaries ? 


A. Becauſe we are idle. We forget our firſt 
Rule. Be diligent, never be unem loyed. Do 
we ſpend as many hours in a day in Gop's work, 
as we did formerly in man's work ? Do not ſome” 
of us ſpend too much time in talking, or in 


reading hiſtory, news-papers or other books 
which Have no tendency either to make us more 


- 


holy or more uſctul 7 


That this may no longer be the 3 


often as poſſible, riſe at four o'clock. From 


four to five in the morning, and "LE fix to 
ſeven in the evening, meditate, pray, and read, 
partly the Holy Scriptures, and partly the moſt 


cloſe and practical parts of what Mr. WesLEy 


has publiſhed. From ſix in the morning till 


twelve (allowing an hour for breakfaſt) read in 


order, with much prayer, the Chriſtian Li- 
brary, and all our other books, whether in 
proſe or in verſe, and eſpecially all Mr. Wks- 


LEyY's Sermons. 
If any one will ſay, © I read only the 


Bible.“ Then he ought to teach others to read 


only the Bible, and by the ſame rule, to hear 


only the Bible. If you necd no other book 


but 
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no: 
but the Bible, you. are got above St. Paul. 
He wanted others too. “ Bring the books,“ 
ſays he, „ but eſpecially the parchments.” If 


any ſay, «© I have no taſte for reading: — 


Then you muſt contract a taſte for it by uſe, 
or return home again. 


In the afternoon viſit as many of the fick, and 
thoſe who want your help, as you can and you will 
have work enough for all your time. Then no 
Preacher will ſtay with us who is as ſalt that 
hath loſt. its. ſavour; for to ſueh, this employ- 
ment would be mere drudgery. And in order 
to it, you will have need of all the uſeful 
knowledge you can procure. 


—ů— 


8 XI. Directions for obtaining a clefer U de 


among the Preachers. 


12. What can be done in order to a 
cloſer union of our Preachers with each other? 


A. Let them be deeply convinced of the 
abſolute neceſſity of it, Let them pray for a 
defire of union. Let them ſpeak freely and 
lovingly to each other. When they meet, 


let them never part without prayer. Let them 
beware how they deſpiſe each other's gifts. Let 


them never ſpeak ſlightingly of each other in 


any kind. Let them defend each other's cha- 


racters in every thing, as far as they can with 
a good conſcience. And let them labour in 
honour to prefer the other before himſelf. 


C xl. 
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8 XII. On Preaching where we can form ms 
| Society ; and on Field-preaching. 

D. 3; ls it adviſable to continue preaching 


in thoſe places where we find that we can form 
no Society? | 


A. By no means; we have made the trial in 


various: places. But the ſeed has fallen by the 
high-way fide; there is ſcarce any fruit re- 
maining. 


D. 14. Where ſhall we endeavour to preach 
the moſt ? 


A. Where there is the greateſt number of 


quiet and willing hearers; and where the Lord 


is in a peculiar manner reviving his work. 


2. 15. Have we not uſed Field- preaching : 


too 11 ? 1 
A. We have. Becauſe our aa 1s to fave 
that which is loſt, Now we cannot expect 
them to ſeek us. Therefore we ſhould go and 
feek them. Becauſe we are peculiarly called, 
to go into the high-ways and hedges, to com- 
pel them to come in. Becauſe that reaſon 
againſt it is not good, The houſe will hold 
all that come: The houſe may hold all that 
come to the houſe, but not all that would come 
to. the field. 


' The greateſt hinderance to this you may ex- 
pect from the rich, or cowardly, or lazy Me- 
thodifts. But regard them not, neither ſtewards, 
leaders, nor people. Whenever the weather 
will permit, go out in the name of the LoRD 
into the moſt public places, and call upon all 
to repent and believe the Goſpel; every Sun- 
Gay in particular ; eſpecially where there are 
old 
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eld ſocieties, leſt they ſhould ſettle upon their 
lees. The ſtewards. will, frequently oppoſe this 
leſt they loſe their uſual collections. But this 
is not a ſufficient reaſon againſt it. Shall we 
barter ſouls for money! | 


EPI LS 


$ XIII. On the . off the mord, 5 the 


proper means of promoting a Revival. 


©. 16. How can we account for the decreaſe 
of the work of Gop in any circuit? 


A, It may be owing to the want of zeal and 
exactneſs in the Superintendent, occaſioning the 
want of diſcipline throughout. Or to the want 
of life and diligence in the Preachers. Or to the 
people's loſing the life of Gop, and ſinking 
into the ſpirit of the world. It may be owing 


to the want of more Field- preaching or of 


"0M more new places. 


What can be done, in ey” to re- 
vive ph work of God, here it is decayed ? 


A. Let every preacher read carefully over 


the Life and Journals of the late Mr. WEsTEV, 


the Life of Mr. Fletcher, the Life of David 
Brainard, and let us be followers of them, as 
they were of Chriſt, in abſolute ſelf-denial, 


in total deadneſs to the world, and in fervent 


love to Gop and man. Let us only ſecure this 


point, and the world- and the devil muſt fall 
under our feet. | | 


Let all the preachers be chiiſcientioutly cd 
in the whole Methodiſt Diſcipline ; M and take 


care that no Circuit; be at nd time without 
Preachers, 


Strongly 
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with a gradually increaſing falvation, 


( 2% 
Strongly and explicitly exhort all Believers 
to go on to perfection. We all agree to de- 


fend this doctrine, meaning thereby, Salvation 


from all fin, by the Love of Gop and Man 
filling the heart. We ſay, 


is ſettled. And as to the circumſtance, „Is 


this change gradual or inſtantaneous?” It is 


both the one and the other. From the time we 
are juſtified, there ought to be a gradual ſancti- 
ſication, a growing in grace, a daily advance in 
the knowledge and love of Gop. And if fin 


ceaſe before death, there muſt, in the nature of 


the thing, be an inſtantaneous change. There 
muſt be a laſt moment wherein it does exiſt, 


and a firſt moment wherein it does not. But 


ſhould we, in preaching, inſiſt both upon the 
one and the other? Certainly, we muſt inſiſt 
on the gradual work, and that earneſtly and 
conſtantly. 
ſhould infiſt on the inſtantaneous work alſo? 
If there be ſuch a bleſſed change before death, 
ſhould we not encourage all believers to expect 


it? And the rather, becauſe conſtant experi- 


ence ſhews, that the more earneſtly they ex- 
pe& this, the more ſwiftly and ſteadily does the 


gradual work of God go on in their ſouls. The 
More watchful they are againſt all fin, the more 
careful to grow in grace, the more zealous of 


good works, and the more punctual in their 
attendanee upon all the ordinances of God. 
Whereas, juſt the contrary effects are obſerved, 
whenever this expectation ceaſes, They are 
ſaved by hope; by this hope of a total change, 
Deſtroy 


this * and that ſalvation ſtands ſtill, or ra- 
1 


„That this may 
be attained in this life.“ The ſubſtance then 


And are there not reaſons why we 
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ther decreaſes daily. Therefore, whoſoever 


would advance the gradual change in Believers, 
mould ſtrongly infitt on the initantancous. 


%. 
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8 XIV. Again 1/2 Antinomianiſm. . ; 


©. 18. What is moſt deſtructive of Metho- 
diſm, or the doctrine of inward holineſs?  : 


. — 


. A. Calviniſm, that is; the doctrine of uncon- 
ditional Predeſtination. All the devices of ſatan, 
have done far leſs towards ſtopping this Work, 
of God, than that fingle doctrine. It ſtrikes at 
the root of ſalvation from lin, previous to 
Glory; it puts the matter quite upon another: 
footing. This doctrine ſeems to magnity Chriſt; 

although i in reality it ſuppoſes him to have died, 
in vain. For the abſolutely ele, muſt have 
been ſaved without him, and the non- elect can-. 
not be ſaved by him. It is highly pleaſing to 


fleſh and blood; unconditional perſeverance in 
particular. 


Let all our Preachers carefully read over 
Mr. Weſley's and Mr. Fletcher's Tracts. 


Let them frequently and explicitly preach 
the whole truth, though not in a controverſial, 


way. Let them take care to do it in love and: 
gentleneſs, 


Lay hold upon any that you find ara con- 
vinced of the truth, and warn them againſt 
Predeſtination. Anſwer all their objections as 
occaſion offers, both in public and in private. 
But do this with all poſſible ſweetneſs both of 
look and accent. Frequently warn our people 
againſt hearing that doctrine. And pray much, 
that the Lord 11 prevent the cvil. 1 
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( 22 ) ; 
We ſaid in 1744, We have leaned too much 
toward Calviniſm. «4 W herein?” 
With regard to man's faithfulneſs. Our 
Lord himſelf taught us to uſe the expreſſion, 
and therefore we ought never to be aſhamed of it. 


We ought ſteadily to aſſert upon his authority, 


That if a man is not faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, Gop will not give him the true 


riches. 


With regard to working for life, which our 
Lord expreſsly commands us to do, „Labour, 
epyaleol: that is, work for the meat that endureth 
to everlaſting life.” And in fact, every believer, 
till he comes to glory, works for, as well as 
from life. | TS 

We have received it as a maxim, That a 
man is to do nothing in order to juſtification, 
Nothing can be more falſe. Whoſoever de- 
fires to find favour with Gop, ſhould ceaſe 
from evil, and learn to do well. So Gop him- 
ſelf teaches by the prophet Iſaiah. Whoſoever 
repents, ſhould do works mect for repentance. 
And if this is not in order to find favour, what. 
does he do them for? 5 


Once more review the whole affair. Who 


of us is now accepted of God? He that now 


believes in Chriſt, with a loving, obedient 
heart: But who among thoſe that never heard 
the Goſpel? He, that according to the light 


he has, feareth God and worketh righteouſneſs. 
Is this the ſame with, He that is ſincere? 
Nearly, if not quite. Is not this Salvation 
by works? Not by the merit of works, but 


by works as a condition. What then have we 


am 


| been diſputing about for theſe thirty years? I 
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am afraid, about words: (Namely, in ſome of 
the foregoing inſtanees.) R ; 


As to merit itſelf, of which we have been ſo 


dreadfully afraid: We are rewarded according 


to our warks, yea, becauſe of our works. How 
does this differ from, For the fake of our 
works? And how. differs this from ſecundum 
merita operum ? Which. is no more than, as our 
works deſerve. Let him that can, ſplit the 
hair, „„ 3 

The grand objection to one of the preeed- 
ing propoſitions, is drawn from matter of fact: 
Gop does in fact juſtify thoſe, who by their on 
confeſſion, neither feared Gop, nor wrought 
righteouſneſs. Is this an exception to the gene- 


ral Rule? It is a doubt whether Gop makes 


any exception at all. But how are we ſure, 


that the perſon in queſtion never did fear G 
and work righteouſneſs ? His own thinking ſo 


is no proof. For we know, how all who are con- 
vinced of ſin, undervalue themſelves in every 
reſpect. 

Does not talking, without proper caution, 
of a juſtified or a ſanctified ſtate, tend to miſ- 
lead men? Almoſt naturally leading them to 
truſt in what was done in one moment? Where 
as we are every moment pleafing or diſpleaſmg 
to Gop, according to our works. According 


to the whole of our preſent inward tempers, 


and outward behaviour. | 


$ XV. De moſt uſeful way of Preaching. 
©. 19. What is the beſt general method of 


A. To 


Preaching ? 


. ha Fs | * 1 * 


— 1 v * 


1 
Pay 
F 
* 


— 5 
lr 
. a 


Wy 

E 
1 
# 


„r 
« wh * * 


** 
444 eg 7 


TS 
6 © 
« KY 


( $4 } 


4. To invite. To convince. To offer Chriſt. 


To build up. And to do this in ſome meaſure 
in every ſermon. . The moſt effectual way of 
preaching Chriſt, is to preach him in all his 


offices: And to declare his Law as well as his 
Goſpel, both to Believers and Unbelievers. 
Let us ſtrongly inſiſt upon inward and outward 
Holineſs ; and with this view, ſet forth Chri/? 


as evidently crucified before their eyes: Chriſt in 
all the riches of his grace, juſtifying us by his 
blood, and ſanctifying us by his Spirit. Al- 


ways ſuit your ſubſect to the ſtate of your audi- 
ence. Chuſe the plaineſt texts you can. Take 
care not to ramble, but keep to your text, and 


make out what you take in hand. Be ſparing 
in ſpiritualizing or allegorizing. Let your whole 
deportment before the congregation be ſerious, 


weighty, and ſolemn. Take care of any thing 
_awkward or affected, either in your geſture, 
phraſe, or pronunciation. Do not uſually pray 


above eight or ten minutes, before or after the 
ſermon. Be ſure never to diſappoint a congre- 
gation, unleſs in caſe of life or death : And be- 


gin and end exactly at the time. The evening 
preaching ſhould never begin later than ſeven 


oclock, unleſs in time of harveſt. Young 


preachers might often exhort, without taking 


a text. 
Every where avail. yourſelf of the great feſ- 


tivals, by preaching on the occaſion, and fing- 
ing our hymns, which you ſhould take care to - 


have in readineſs, 
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$ XVI. Hero te guard againſt Formality in 
public Morſbip, eſpecially in ſinging. 


Q. 20. How ſhall we guard againſt formality 
in a Worſhip ? 


A. By carefully warning the people againſt 


it: By taking care that our own minds are duly 


affected by the truths we preach ; never loſing 
ſight of ourſelves: By chufing fuch hymns as 
are ſuitable to the congregation : By ſinging, 


not too much at once, Teldom more than five 


or fix verſes: By fuiting the tune to the words: 
By ſometimes ſeriouſly aſking the people, Now, 
do you know what you faid laſt ? Did YOu 
ſpeak no more than you felt? 

Is not formality in ſinging creeping in, ſing- 
ing thoſe complex tunes and anthems which it 
is ſcarcely poſſible to ſing with devotion ? 
The repeating the fame words ſo often, and 
eſpecially while another is repeating other words, 
(the horrid abuſe which runs through the mo- 
9685 church-muſie,) as it ſhocks all com- 
mon ſenſe, ſo it neceftarily brings in dead fora 
mality, nad has no religion in it. Beſides, it 
is a flat contradiction to our Lord's command, 
© uſe not vain repetitions: For what is a vain 
repetkion, it this is not? Wat end of devotion 
does it ſerve ? Sing no a1 thems. | 

Do not ſuffer the people to fing too flow: 


This naturally tends to formality. In every 


large Weiety let them learn to ſing; and let 
them always learn gur own tunes firſt. Let the 
women conſtantly ſling their own parts alone; 
let no man ſing with them unleis he under- 
ſtands the notes, and ſings the baſe.. Intro- 
duce no new tunes, till they are perfect in the 
old 


4” 
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old ones. Let no organ be placed any where, 


till it be propoſed at the Conference. Recom- 


mend the Tune-Book every where : and if you 
cannot ſing yourſelf, chuſe a perſon or two in 
each place to pitch the tune for you. Exhort 
every one, whether man or woman, in the 
- congregation, to fing. It a Preacher be pre- 
tent, let no other perſon give out the words. 
When they with to teach the congregation to 
ſing any new tune, they ſhould only fing the 
tenor. 
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6 NY 1I. On vifitins and inſiructing the People 
from houſe 75 bouſe. 


DS. 21. How ſhall we farther afliit thoſe who 


are under our care ? 


A. By infiructing them 8 houſe to houſe, 


The neceſſity of this will appear if we conſider, 
that Perſonal Religion, either towards Gop or 


man, is ſtill very much wanted among us. 


How little living faith is there amongſt us? 
How little communion with Gop 2 How little 
living in heaven, walking in eternity, deadneſs 
to every creature? How much love of the 
world, defire of pleaſure, of caſe, of getting 
money? 


How little brotherly love? What continual 
judging one another? What goſſiping, evil- 
ſpeaking, tale-bearing? What want of moral 
honeſty? Who does as he would be done by, 
in buying and ſclling, eſpecially in felling 
Hhorſes ? 


Family religion is very much wanting among 
us. Our religion is not deep, univerſal, and 
uniform; but too ſuperficial, partial, and un- 

: Even. 


(28 
even, Public preaching alone, though we 
could preach like angels, will not be ſufficient 


to reform thoſe evils; we muſt therefore viſit 
trom houſe to houſe. 


But we ſhall find many hindrances to this, 
both in ourſelves and in the people. 


In ourſelves there is much dulnefs and 
lazinefs, ſo that there will be much ado to get 
us to be faithful in the work, We have a 
baſe, man-pleaſing temper, ſo that we let men 
periſh, for fear of offending them; we let them 
go quietly to hell, leſt they ſhould be angry 


with us. Some of us have a fooltth baſhful- 


neſs. We know not how to begin, and bluth 
to contradict the devil. But the greateſt hind- 
rance is weakneſs of Faith. Our whole mo- 
tion is weak, becauſe the ſpring is weak. We 
are unſkilful in the work. How few know 
how to deal with men, ſo as to get within them, 
and ſuit all our diſcourfe to their ſeveral con- 
ditions and tempers? To chuſe the fitteſt 
ſubjects, and follow them with a holy mixture 


of ſeriouſneſs and terror, of love and meek- 
neſs ? 


(2.) And we ſhall meet with many difficulties 
from the people. Some of them will be un- 
willing to be taught, till we conquer their per- 

verſeneſs, by the force of reaſon and the power 
of love. We ſhall find it difficult to fix 
things in their minds, without which all our 
labour will be loft. If we have not therefore 
great ſeriouſneſs and tervency, what good can 
we expect? And after all, it is grace alone 
that mult do the work. And when we have 
made ſome good impreſſions upon their hearts, 
if we do not look after them, they will die 


away. D 2 We 
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We ſhall find that many are very ignorant, 


and know bat little of the nature of Repentance, 


of Faith, and of Holineſs. Moſt of them 
have a ſort of confidence that Gop will fave 
them, while the world has their hearts, and 


evil tempers have dominion over them. "This 


private inſtruction is implied in thofe ſolemn 


words of the Apoſtle, © I charge thee, before 


: Gop and the Lord JESUS CHRIST, who ſhall 
Judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, 
preach the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of 


ſeaſon : reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long- 


| ſuffering and doctrine.” 


O Brethren, if we could ſet this work on 
foot in all our ſocieties, and proſecute it zea- 
loufly, what glory would redound to Gop ? 
If the common ignorance were baniſhed, and 
the people in every houſe, and in every ſhop, 
were buſied in ſpeaking of the word and works 
of Gop, ſurely the Lord would dwell in our 
habitatiens, and make us his delight! 


And this 1s abſolutely neceſſary, as many of | 


our people neither repent nor believe to this 
day. Look round and fec how many are ſtill 
in danger of damnation. And then fay, how 
can we walk and talk, and be cheerful with 
ſuch people, when we know their caſe? When 
we look tuch perſons in the face, ought we not 
to break forth into tears, as the Prophet did 
when he looked upon Hazael ? And then ſet 
upon them with the moſt vehement, and im- 
portunate exhortations? O for Gop's ſake, 
and for the ſake of poor ſouls, let us beſtir 
ourſelves, and ſpare no pans that may conduce 
to their ſalvation, 
W hat 
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What eauſe have we to bluſh before the 
Lord this day, that we have fo long neglected 
this good work! If we had but ſet upon It 
ſooner, how many more might we have brought 
to Chriſt? And how much holier and hap- 
pier might we have made our ſocieties before 
now? And why might we not have done it 
fooner? There were many hindrances, and fo 
there always wilt be. But the greateſt hin- 
drance was in ourſelves, in our "Uittleneſs of 
Faith and Love. 


It is objected, „This will take up too much 
time, fo that we ſhall not be able to follow our 
ſtudics. Gaining ufeful knowledge is a 
good thing; but ſtill, faving ſouls is better. 
By this very thing we ſhall gain the moſt ex- 
cellent knowledge ; that of God and Eternity. 
We ſhall likewiſe have time for gaining other 
knowledge too, if we ſpend all our mornings 
therein. Only fleep not more than we need, 
and never be idle or triftingly employed, But 
if we can do but one, then let our ſtudies alone. 
Better throw away all the Libraries in the 
world, than be guilty of the lofs of one ſon). 


If fome of the people wilt not ſubmit to it, 
others will: And the fucceis with them will 
repay us for all our labour. O let us follow 
the example of St. Paul. For our penal 
buſtneſs, „Serving the Lord with all humility 
of mine Our ſpecial work, „ Take heed 
to yourſelves, . to all the flock. _ 
trine, 'pentance towards God, m_ Faith in 
our L = Jeſus „Cbrid. „Ihe place, have 
taught you publicly, and from ale: to houſe,” 
The object and manner of teachipg, „ eenfed 
not to warn every one, night and day, with 


i) 


Lonbe. 
* 


3 r 


„ 
tears.” His innocence and ſelf-denial herein, 
« ] have coveted no man's ſilver or gold. L 
His patience, « Neither count I my life dear 
unto myſelf.” And among all our motives, let 
theſe be ever before our eyes, © The Church of 
Gor, which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood: Grievous wolves will enter in: yea, of 
| Yourlelves will men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe 
things.” Let us write this upon our hearts, 


and it will do us more good then twenty years 
ſtudy. 


We ſhall find it no eaſy matter to teach the 
ignorant the principles of religion. So true 1s 
the remark of Bithop Uſher, © Great {cholars 
may think this work beneath them: But they 
ſhould conſider, the laying the foundation {kill- 
fully, as it 1s of the greateſt importance, ſo it 
is the maſter-picce of the wiſeſt builder.” And 
let the wiſeſt of us all try, whenever we pleale, 
we ſhall find, that to lay this ground-work 
Tightly, to make the ignorant underſtand the 


grounds of religion, will put us to the trial of 
all our {kill. 


Perhaps, in doing this, it may be well, after 
a few loving words ſpoken to all in the uſe, to 
take each perſon ſingly into another room, where 
we may deal cloſcly with him, about his fin, 
his miſery, and his duty: Theſe muſt be ſet 
home or all our labour is loſt. (At leaſt, let 
none be preſent but thoſe who are familiar 
with each other.) 


The ſum is, go into every houſe in courſe, 
and teach cvery one therein, young and old, if 
they belong to us, to be Chriitians, inwardly 
and outwardly. Make every particular plain 
to their underſtanding, fix it in their memory, 

Write 
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write it in their heart. In order to this, there 
muſt be line upon line, precept upon precept. 
What patience, what ove, what knowledge, is 
requiſite for this? 

Me may, as we have time, read, explain, and 
inforce the inſtructions for Children; the fourth 
Volume of Sermons; and Mr. Henry's method 
of Family Prayer. 


Do we not loiter away many hours in a day ? 
Let each try himſelf: No idleneſs can conſiſt 
with growth in Grace. Nay, without exactneſs 
in redeeming time, we cannot retain the grace 
we received in juſtification. 


What ſhall we do for the riſing generation? 
Unleſs we take care of this, the preſent revival 
will laſt only the age of a man. Who will 
labour herein? Let him that is zealous for 
God and the ſouls of men, begin now. 

We mutt hear what the children have learnt by 
heart Chuſe ſome of the weightieſt points, and 
try if they underſtand them. Such as, Do you 
believe you are a finner? What does fin de- 
ſerve? What remedy has God provided for 
guilty helpleſs ſinners ? *? 


Often, with the queſtion ſuggeſt the anſwer, 
As, « What is repentance ?” Sorrow for fin, 
ariſing from a conviction that we are guilty, help- 
leſs finners. “ What is Faith?“ 1 divine con- 
viction of things not ſeen. When we per- 
ceive that they do not underſtand the ſtreſs of 
the queſtion, lead them into it by other queſ- 
tions. For inſtance, we aſk, „ How do you 
think that your ſins will be pardoned p'" SP 
anſwer, by repenting and amending my life. 


We aſk farther, = 15 But Will your amendment 
make 


(983 
make ſatisfaction for your paſt fins?” They 
will anſwer, I hope ſo, or I know not what 
will. One would think that theſe had no 
knowledge of Chriit at all. And ſome of them 
have not. But others have, and give ſuch 
anſwers, only, becauſe they do not underſtand 
the ſcope of the queſtion. - If we aſk them 
3 farther, © Can you be ſaved without the death 
3 of Chriſt?” They ir:mediately ſay, No. And 
N if we aſk, „What has he ſuffered for you.” 
They will ſay, He ſhed his blood for us. But 
many cannot expreſs even what they have ſome 


A conception of; no, not even when expreſſions 
are put into their mouths. With theſe we are 
to deal exceeding tenderly, left they be dil- 
\ Couraged. 


It we perecive them to be troubled, that they 
eannot anſwer, we muſt take the bur n off 
them; an'wering the queſtion thoroughly and 


| plainly, making a full explication of the Whole 
buſincls to them. 


When we have tried their knowledge, 1 we 
mult proceed to inſtruct them, according to 
their ſeveral capacities. If a man underitand 
the fundamentals, we muſt then ſpeak of what 
| we perceive he moſt needs, either explain- 
b., ing farther {ſome doarine, or ſome duty, or 
3 | ſhewing him the neceflity of ſomething which 
he negleQs. If he fill underſtands not, we 
muſt go over it again till he does. | 


ext enquire into his ſtate, whether con- 


verted? Telling nim, if need be, what con- 


verſion is; and then renew and inforce the 
enquiry. 


If 


vinced or uneconvinced, converted or uncon— 


EF 
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If unconverted, we muſt labour with all our 
power to bring his heart to a ſenſe of his con- 
dition. Setting this home with a more earneſt 
voice than we ſpoke before. We muſt get to 
the heart, or we do nothing. Concluding all 
with a ſtrong exhortation, which mould intorce 
the duty of the heart, in order to receive Chriſt: 
The avoiding former fins: And conſtantly uſing 


the means of Grace. And be fure if poſſible, 


to get: their promiſe to forſake ſin, to change 
their company, and to wait upon Gop in his 
houſe. Let this be done ſolemnly, reminding 
them of che preſence of Gop, who hears their 
promiſes, and expects the performance. 


Before we leave them, engage the head of 


each family to call all under his care together 


every Sunday before they go to bed, and hear 


what they can repeat, and ſo continue till they 


have learnt the Inſtructions for Children, per- 


fectly. And afterwards let him take care, that 


they do not forget what they have learnt. 


If we do this earneſtly, we ſhall ſoon find 
what a work we have undertaken, in engaging 
to be travelling S Preachers. 


— F — 


$ XVIII. On infiruding the Children. 


Where there are ten Children in a Society, 
we muſt meet them at leaſt an hour every week. 
Talk with them whenever we fee any of them 
at home. Pray in earneſt for them. Diligently 
inſtruct and vehemently exhort all parents at 
their own houſes. Some will ſay, „I have 
no . for this.” Gift or no gift, you are to 
do this, or elſe you are not called to be a Me- 


thodiſt 
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thodift Preacher. Do it as you can, till you can 


do it as you would. Pray earneſtly for the 


gift, and uſe every help Gov hath put into your 
way, in order to attain it. Preach exprefsly on 


the education of Children when you make the 


Collection for Kingswood fchool. 


22, We have been frequently reproached 


with the dreſs of our Preachers' children: How 
_ they to dreſs ? 


A. Exactly according to the Rules of the 
Bands. And it would be well if parents in 
ceneral would obſerve this. 


PAP EPR ISR 


$ XIX. On Conformity to the Morld, Riker, 
and Sabbath-breaking. 


a 


©. 23. Have we not made too great advances 
towards conformity to the world ? 


A. We have. In order to prevent this, 


Thoſe ſchool-maſters, and ſchool-miſtreſſes who 


receive dancing-maſters into their ſchools, and 
thoſe parents who employ dancing-maſters for 
their children, ſhall be no longer members of 
our fociety. 


. Do not ſabbath- breaking, dram- 


drinking, evil-ſpeaking, unprofitable converſa- 


tion, lightneſs, expenſiveneſs or gaicty of ap- 
parel, and contracting debts, without due care 
to diſcharge them, ſtill prevail in ſeveral places? 
How may "theſe evils be remedied ? 


A. Let us ſolemnly and frequently warn the 

people againſt theſe evils. Read in every So- 
| ciety the Sermon on Evil-ſpeaking. Let the 
Leaders cloſely examine, and exhort every per- 
& ſon 
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ſon to put away the accurſed thing. Let the 
preachers warn every ſoeiety, that thoſe who 
arc guilty, cannot remain with us. Extirpate 
ſmuggling, buying or ſelling uncuſtomed goods, 
out of every ſociety. Let none remain with us 
who will not totally abſtain from every kind 
and degree of it. Speak tenderly, but earneſtly 
and frequently of it, in every ſociety near the 
coaſts. And diligently diſperſe among them, 
« The Mord to a Smuggler.“ Extirpate bri- 
bery, the receiving any thing, directly or in- 
directly, for voting in any election. Shew no 
reſpect of nerſons herein, but expel all that 
touch the accurſed thing. Largely ſhew in 
public, the wickedneſs of thus ſelling our coun- 


trv. And ev cry where diſperſe “ The Mrd te 
a ÞFreehs der. 


Q. 25. Several members of our ſocieties who 
N? ake conſcience of ſabbath-breaking, have been 
much diſtreſt, barbers in particular. What 
can be done to relieve them ? 

A, Let no member of our ſociety employ any 
barber on Sunday all our people, who 
poſſibly can, employ only thoſe barbers Who 
conſcientiouſly abſtain from ſabbath- breaking. 


Let none of our people make any Wake or 
Feaſt, neither go to any on the Lord's-day, but 
bear a public teſtimony againſt them. 

A Preacher ought not to wear powder in his 
hair, or artificial curls. 


No perſon ought. to continue a member of 
our ſoclety who learns the Military Exerciſe as 
a Volunteer on the Lord's- day. Nor any one, 
who after having been w arned of the cvil, who 


will attend in ordc r to fee them-cxencite on that 
day, | 


n 


ES 
C NY. On Marrying with Unbelievers 


O. 26. Some of our members have married 
with unbelievers, yea, with unawakened per- 
ſons. | This has had fatal effects. They had 
either a croſs for lite, or turned back to perd1- 
tion. What can be done to put a ſtop to this? 


A. Let every Preacher inforce the Apoſtle's 
caution, „Be not unequally yoked with un- 


believers.” Let him openly « declare, that who- 


ſoever does this, will be expelled the fo eiety. 
When any ſuch are expelled, let a ſuitable ex- 

hortation be ſubjoired. And let all be exhorted 
to take no ſtep in ſo weighty a matter, without 
adviſing with the moſt ſerious of their Chriſ- 


tian finds. 
OJ. 27, Ought a woman to marry without 
the con | of . parents? 


A. In general ſhe ought not. Yet there may 


be an exception. For if a woman be under a 
neee ſſity to marry ; and if her parents abſolutely 


refu'e to let her marry any chriſtian ; then ſhe 
may, nay ſhe ought to marry without their 
conſent. Yet even then, a mcthodiſt-preacher 
ought not to marry her. 
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$CXYJ 1. Ou Bantruptcies« Sram Raying at the 
Society. feelings, Love -feaſts, e al-fermans : 
end talking in gur Chap: 1. 


0 28. What {11111 we do to prevent ſcandal, 
when any oi our members became bankrupt ? 

A; Let the Superintendent tall: with him at 
karge. And if he has not kept fair accounts, 
| OT 
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or has been concerned in the baſe practice of 
raiſing money by coining notes, (commonly 
called the bill-trade,) let him be expelled im- 
mediately. 


O. 29. How often ſhall we permit Strangers 


to be preſent at the meeting of the Society ? 


A. ut every other meeting of the tociety, let 
no ſtranger be admitted. Art other times, they 


may, but the ſame perſon not above three times, 


In order to this, ſee that all in every place 
ſhew their tickets before they come in. If the 
ſtewards and leaders are not exact, employ 
others that have more reſolution. And take 
care that no perſon attend a Love-tcait without 
a note from the preacher. 


Let no Love-feaſt be appointed but by the 
conſent of the Superintendent. Nor any tune- 
ral-Sermon be preached, without his conſent, 


and for thoſe only who have died happy in the 
Lord. 


Q. 30. How ſhall we prevent perſons talk- 


ing in our chapels, before and after ſervice is 


Over? 


A. Let all the Preachers join as one man, 
and ferioufly and ſolemnly warn the people 
againſt this growing. evil. 


— PING 


XXII. On Strangers being entertained at the 


Preachers-houſes: And en Cleanlineſs, 


Let none of our friends who travel on buſineſs, 
expect to be entertained at the Preachers-houſes, 
neither let the people crowd into the preachers- 


houſes : let no one think that he has a right to 


go there, Aale he has ſome particular buſineſs. 
E The 
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' The preachers-houſes ought to be kept clean 
and decent. A preacher's wife ought to be a 


Dattern of cleanlineſs, in her perſon, clothes and 
Babitation. And ſhe ſhould alſo be a pattern of 


induſtry, always at work for herſelf, her huſ- 


band, or children. 


XXIII. In what caſes we allow Service in 
Church Hours. 


31 In what caſes do we allow Service in 
what are common! y called Church-Hours ? 


A. When the miniſter is a notoriouſly wicked 


man. When he preaches Arian, or any equally 


pernicious doctrine. When there are not 


churches in the town ſufficient to contain the 
people. And when there is no church within 


two or three miles. And it is expected that 
every one who preaches in church-hours, will 
either read Mr. WesLEY's abridgement of the 
Common-prayer, or elſe the Leſſons for the 


day. 


„ — A” 


* 
$ XXIV. Haw he prevent Nervous Diſorders. 


O. 32. What directions ſhall be given, to 
prevent the contracting nervous diſorders ? 


A. Take as little meat, drink, and fleep, as 
nature will require. Drink no dram on any 
conſideration. Eat very light, if any ſupper. 


Never go out of the houſe to ſupper at any time. 


Be always at home before nine o'clock if poſ- 


ſible. And uſe full as much cxerciſe daily as 
we did before we were preachers. 


$ XXV. The 


SOONER our i Co 
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8 XXV. The order of Diſtris; and what 
Buſineſs is to be done there. 
33- What Regulations are neceſſary for 
the preſervation of our whole ceconomy ? 
A. Let the three Kingdoms be divided into 
Diſtricts in the following order. 


1. London, Colcheſter, 'Rochefter, * Canter- | 
bury, Rye, Weathersfield. 


2. Northampton, Brackley, Bedford, Oxford, 
Higham-Ferrars, St. Ives, Hunts, 


3. Norwich, Yarmouth, Diſs, Thetford, 
Lynn, Walſingham, 


4. Briſtal, Taunton, Banwell, Bath, Stroud, 


- Glouceſter. 
; 5. Saliſbury, Portſmouth, Newbury, Pool, 
: Bradford, Wilts, Shepton- Mallet. 
LL 6. Je of Ferſey, Iſle of ung Alderney 
0 and Sark. 
; 7. Plymouth-Deck, Collumpton, Launceſton. 
8. Redruth, St. Auſtle, Penzance. 
: 9. Swanſea, Cardiff, Brecon, Haverfordweft. 
! 10. Birmingham, Worceſter, Stourporty Dud- 
N ley, Suren ſbury. 
Fe 11. Cheſter, Macclesficld, Burſlem, North- of 
[+ *wich;. Leek. kt 
2 12 Mancheſter, Stockport, Bolton, Liver- bY 
pool, Rochdale, Oldham, Blackburn, Wigan. 
1. Halifax, | Colne, Keighley, - Bradtord, | bi 
Huddersfield, Lancaſter. 1 
14. Nottingbam, Newark, L.cicelies, Hink-. q 
ley, Afſhby-de-la-zouch, Burton, Derby, Cal> RY 
{ tle-Dunnington. vi 
2 1 — 2 — 5. Leeds, Fi 
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15. Leeds, Wakefield, Birſtal, Dewſbury, 


Rotherham, Otley, Sheffield, Pontefrack, Don- 
caſter. 


16. Grimſby, Horncaſtle, Epworth, Spalding, 
Barrow, Gaintborovugh. 


17. YYhitehaven, Iſle of Man. 


18. Jerk, Hull, Pocklington, Bridlington, 
Scarborough, Malton, 


19. J/itby, Ripon, Stockton, Barnard-Caſtle, 
Middlcham. 

20. Newcaſlle, Sunderland, Hexham, Aln- 
wick. 


21, Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Dumfries. 


22. Aberdeen, Dundee, Brechin, Inverneſs. 


IRELAND. 
23. Dublin, Wicklow, Carlow, Longford. 
24. Cork, Bandon, Limerick, Waterford. 
25. Athline, Birr, Caſtlebar, Sligo. 


26. Clones, Cavan, Ballyconnell, Enniſkillin, 
Brookborough. 


27. Londonderry, Colerain, Liſleen, Bally- 


ſhannon, Omagh, &ce. 


The names of all the 8 chers in each 


Diſtrict ſhall be read over by the Secretary, 
and a Chairman ſhall be chofen out of them 
by ballot of the Conference. The Chairman 
fo choſen, ſhall have authority to call a meet- 
ing of all the Preachers in full Connection 
in that Diſtrict, on any application of the 
Preachers or People, which appears to him to 
ſpare it. But he muſt never individually, 
interfere with any other Circuit but his own, 


When 


62 


Whenever the 1 has received any 


complaint againſt a preacher, he ſhall ſend an 


exact account of the complaint in writing to the 
perſon accuſed, with the name of the accuſer 


or accuſers, before he calls a meeting of the Dif- 


trict, to examine into the charge. 
If it appear on juſt grounds to any Superin- 


tendent that the chairman of the Diſtrict has 


been guilty of any erime, or that he has neg- 


lected to call the Diſtrict, when there were 
ſufficient reaſons for calling it, ſuch Superin- 


tendent ſhall have authority in that caſe to call a 
meeting of the Diſtrict, and to fix the time and 
place of meeting. The Diſtrict thus aſſembled, 
tnall have power if they judge neceſſary, to 
try the chairman, and if found guilty, to-ful- 
pend him from being a travelling preacher till 
the next Conference, or to remove him from 


the office of a Superintendent, or to depoſe him 


from the chair, and to elect another in his- 
place. Minutes ſhall be taken of their pro- 


. ceedings, which ſhall. be laid before the next 


Conference. 


It a Preacher be accuſed of immorality, the 
Preacher aceuſed and his accuſer, ſhall reſpec= 


_ tively chuſe two preachers of their Difirict ;. 
and the chairman of the: Diſtrict ſhall, with 


the four nene choſen as above, try the 


accuſed preacher, and they ſhall have authority, 


if he be found guilty, to ſuſpend him till. the 


next Conference, if they judge it expedient. 


But provided they cannot ſettle the; buiinels:to 
the tatisfacion of the aceuſed preacher, then ät 


{ſhall be referred to the Diſtrict meeting, 


If there be a-difference between two Prenchers. 
in a Vittrict, the reſpective parties all chuſo 
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( 42 ) 
two preachers; and the chairman of the Dif. 
trict with the four preachers ſo choſen, ſhall be 
final arbiters to determine the matter in diſpute. 
In both caſes the chairman ſhall have a caſting 
voice in caſe of an equality. 


If, there be any accuſation againſt a 
preacher, or any difficult affair to ſettle, not 
only the circuit, or town ſteward, but any 
leader or even member of the ſociety, ſhall be 
admitted as an evidence, into a Diſtric-meet- 
ing, provided the matter has been firſt heard at 
the Quarterly-meeting. 


The chairman of each Diſtrict, in con- 


junction with his brethren of that Diſtrict, ſnall 


be reſponſible to ond 0 eagirAg” tor the exe- 
cution of our laws, as 


concerned, | | 
The chairman in all cafes (which in his 
Pe cannot be ſettled in the ordinary 
iſtrict meetings, ſhall have authority to ſum- 


mons three of the neareſt Superintendents to be 


incorporated with the Diſtrict Committee, who 
mall have equal authority to vote, and ſettle 
every thing till the Conference. 


The Conference recommends it to the Super— 


intendents of the circuits, to invite on all im- 


portant occaſions, the chairman of their re- 
Tpective Diſtrict, to be preſent at their Quar- 


terly-mectings. 


In order to render our Diſtricts more effee- 


tive, the Preſident of the Conference ſhall have 


power, when applied to by the Superintendent 
to ſupply any circuit with Preachers, if any 
ſhould die or deſiſt from travelling; and to 
fanction any change of Preachers which it may 


be 


far as his Diſtrict is 
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( 44) 


be neecſſary to make in the intervals of Con- 


erence. And to aſſiſt at any Diſtrict-meeting, 
if applied to for that purpoſe, by the chairman 
of the Diſtrict, or by a majority of the Super- 
intendents in ſuch Diſtrict. And he ſhall have 


a right (if written to) by any who are con- 


cerned, to viſit any circuit, and to enquire into 
their affairs with reſpe& to Methodiſm, and in 


union with the Diſtrict Committee, redreſs any 


grievance. 


All deficiencies in the quarterage of preachers, 
their wives and their children, with all de- 
mands concerning rents, furniture, &c. ſhall 
be taken an account of, as far as poſſible at the 
Quarterly meeting. The account ſhall be ſent 
(ſigned by the circuit-ſteward) to the Diſtrict- 
meeting, and from thence to the Conference. 


As the Leaders-meeting is the proper meet- 
ing for the ſociety, and the Quarterly-meeting 
for the circuit, we think that other formal meet- 
ings in general, would be contrary to the Me- 
thodiſt ceconomy, and very prejudicial in their 
conſequences, But in order to be as tender as 
poſſible, conſiſtently with what we believe to 
be eſſential to the welfare of our ſocieties, we 
allow, that other formal meetings may be held, 
if they firſt receive the approbation of the Su- 
perintendent, and the Leaders or Quarterly- 
meetings; provided alſo that the Superinten- 


dent, if he pleaſe, be preſent at every ſuch 
meeting. 


If the Conference ſhall fee it neceſſary to 
make any new rule for the ſocieties at large, 
and ſuch rule ſhould be objected to at the firſt 
Quarterly-meeting in any given circuit z and it 
the major part of that meeting, in conjunction 
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6 
With the preachers be of opinion, that the in- 
forcing. that rule, in ſuch a circuit, will be in- 
Jurious to the proſperity of that circuit; It 


'Thiall not be inforced in oppoſition to the judg- 
ment of the majority of fuch Quarcerly-mect- 


ing, before the ſecond Conference. But if the 


rule be confirmed by the fecond Conference, it 
ſhall be binding to the whole connection. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the "Quarterly-mectings rejecting a 


new rule, ſhall not by publications, public- 
meetings, or otherwiſe, make that rule a cauſe 
of contention, - but ſhall ftrive by every means, 
to preſerve the peace of the connection. 


All matters relating to the building of preach- 
ing- houſes, and gwelling-houſes, ſhall be de- 
termined in the diftrit-mcetings. All matters 
relating to the payment of the debts of houſes, 
collections for houſes, and every thing that ap- 
pertains to preaching-houſes, and dwelling- 
houſes, ſhall' be conſidered and fettled in th e / 
Diſtrict-meetings. | 


And as the Diſtricts always meet a little 


before the Conference, they ſhall then chuſe 


a Repreſentative to attend the Committee for 
ſtationing the preachers, and {hall alſo determine 


what preachers in that Diſtrict ſhall attend the 
Conference. 


But nothing in any Diſtric- meeting ſhall be 


done contrary to any rule of Conference, 


— —— x I SS 


$ XXVI. Tur PLAN or GENERAL 
- PACIFICATION. 


E Cobcerminethe Lord's-ſupper, Baptiſm, &c. 
x. The Sacrament of the Lord's-ſupper ſhalt 
not be adminiſtered in any chapel except a ma- 


jority 


( 45 ) 
jority of the truſtees of that chapel on the one 
hand, and the majority of the ſtewards and 
leaders belonging to that chapel (as the belt 

qualified to give the ſenſe of the people) on the 
other hand, allow of it. Nevertheleſs in all 
caſes, the conſent of the Conference ſhall be 


firſt obtained, before the Lord's-fupper be ad- 
miniſtered, 


2. Wherever there is a ſociety but no Chapel, 
if the majority of the ſtewards and leaders of 
that ſociety teſtify, That it is the with of the 
people that the Lord's-ſupper ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered to them, their defire ſhall be granted, 


provided that the conſent of the Conference be 
firſt obtained. 


3. Provided nevertheleſs, that in Mount- 
Pleaſant chapel at Liverpool, and in all other 
chapels where the Lord's-ſupper has been al- 
ready peaceably adminiſtered, the adminiſtra- 
tion of it ſhall be continued in future. 


4. The adminiſtration of baptiſm, the bu- 
rial of the dead, and ſervice in church-hours, 


ſhall be determined according to the regulations 
above mentioned. 


s. Whenever the Lord's-ſupper ſhall be ad- 
miniſtered according to the above mentioned 
regulations, it ſhall always be continued, ex- 
cept the 3178 rence order the contrary. 


6. The Lord's-fupper ſhall be adminiſtered 
by thoſe only who are authorized by the Con- 
ference: And at ſuch times, and in ſuch man- 


ncr only, as the Conference mall appoint. 


7. The adminiſtration of baptiſm and the 
Lord's- ſupper, according to the above regula- 


tions 
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tions is intended only for the members of our 
own ſociety. 
8. We agree that the Lotd' s. ſupper be ad- 
miniſtered among us, on Sunday evenings only; 
except where the majority of the ſtewards and 
leaders defire it in church-hours;” or where lit 
has already been adminiſtered in theſe hours. 
Nevertheleſs, it ſhall never be adminiſtered on 
thoſe Sundays on which it is adminiſtered in the 
quart: 


The Lord's-ſupper ſhall always be ad- 
' minifieyed in England, according to' the form 
of the eſtabliſhed church: but the perſon who 
adminiſters ſhall have liberty to give out 
hymns, to uſe exhortation, and extemporary 
rapper. 


10. Wherever divine fervice is performed in 
England on the Lord's-day in church-hours, 
- the officiating preacher thall read either the 
ſervice of the church, our venerable Father's 
. abridgement, or at leaſt, the leſſons appointed 
by the calender. But we recommend either the 
full ſervice or the abridgement. 
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11] Concerning Diſcipline. 


1. The appointment of the preachers ſhall 
remain ſolely with the Conference : And no 
"truſtee, or number of truſtees, ſhall ot or 
exclude from their chapel, or chapels, aily 
Preacher ſo appointed. 


2. Nevertheleſs if the majority of the truſices, 
-or the majority of the ſtewards and leaders 1 


8138 
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* any fociety, believe that any preacher appointed 
4 for their circuit, is immoral, erroneous in 
* doctrine, eien in abilities, or that he has 


| broken any of he rules above- mentioned, they 
1 mall 


(47+ )) 
ſhall have authority to ſummon the preachers 
of the diſtrict, and all the truſtees, 


time being given.) The chairman of the diſ- 


trict ſhall be preſident of the aſſembly: And 


every preacher, truſtee, ſteward and leader, 


ſhall have a fingle vote, the chairman poſſeſſing 
the caſting. voice. And. it the majority of the 
meeting judge, that the accuſed preacher is 


immoral, erroneous. in doctrine, deficient in 
abilities, or has broken any of the rules above 


mentioned, he ſhall be. conſidered as removed | 


from that circuit: And the diſtrict- committee 


ſhall, as ſoon as pothble, appoint another 


preacher for that circuit, inſtead of the preacher 


ſo removed; and ſhall determine among them 


ſelves how. the removed preacher ſhall be dif- 
poſed of till the Conference; and ſhall have 


authority to ſuſpend the faid preacher from all 


public duties, till the Conference, it they think 
proper. The diſtrict committee ſhall alſo ſup- 
Ply, as well as poſſible, the place of the re- 
moved preacher, till another preacher be ap- 
1 And the preacher thus appointed, 
and all other prœachers, ſhall be ſubject to the 
above mode of trial. And if the diſtrict com- 
mittee do not appoint a preacher for that circuit, 
inſtead of. the removed preacher, within a month 
after the aforeſaid removal, or do not fill u 
place of the removed preacher, til! another 


preacher be appointed, the majority of the ſaid 
truſtees, ſtewards and leaders, being again re- 
gularly ſummoned, ſhall appoint a preacher for 


the ſaid circuit, provided he be a member of 


the Methodiſt connettiqn. till the next Con- 
ference. 


JM If 


ſtewards - 
and leaders of that eircuit, to meet in their 


chapel on a day and hour appointed, (ſuffieient 
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3. If any preacher refuſe to ſubmit to the 
above mode of trial, in any of the caſes men- 
tioned above, he ſhall be conſidered as ſuſ- 
pended till the next Conference. And if any 
truſtees expel from any chapel a preacher by 
their own ſeparate authority, the preachers ap- 
pointed for that circuit ſhall not preach in that 
chapel till the next Conference, or till a trial 
takes place according to the mode mentioned 
above. 


If any truſtees expel or exclude a Preacher 
by their own ſeparate authority, from any cha- 
pel, in any circuit, the chairman of the diſtrict 


ſhall ſummons the members of the diſtrict- 


committee, the truſtees of that circuit who 
have not offended, and the ſtewards and leaders 
of the circuit. And the members of ſuch aſ- 
ſembly ſhall examine into the evidence on both 
ſides; and if the majority of them determine, 


that the ſtate of the ſociety 1 in which the ex- 


eluſion took place, requires that a new chapel 
ſhould be built before the meeting of the next 
Conference, every proper ſtep ſhall be immedi- 
ately taken for erecting ſuch chapel. And no ſtep 
ſhall on any account, be taken to erect a cha- 
pel for ſuch purpoſe before the next Conference, 
till ſuch a meeting be ſummoned, and ſuch de- 
termination be made. 


5. No preacher ſhall be ſuſpended or re- 
moved from his circuit by any diſtrict-eom- 


mittee, except he have the privilege of the trial 
before mentioned. 


6. The hundred preachers mentioned in the 
Enrolled-Deed, and their ſucceſſors, are the 
only legal perſons who conſtitute the Confer- 
ence. And we think the junior brethren have 

no 


( 49 ) 
no reaſon to object to this e as they 
are regularly elected according to ſeniority. 


7. Inaſmuch as in drawing up the preceding 


1 we have laboured to reſtore and 
preſerve the peace and unity ef the fociety, and 
in order: thereto; have endeavoured to keep the 
. preachers out of all diſputes on the ſubjects 
therein ſpecified : Be it underſtood, that any 
preacher who ſhall diſturb the peace of the 
focicty, by ſpeaking for, or againſt the intro- 
duction of the Lord's- tupper in our ſocieties, 
or concerning the old, or the new Plan, ſo 
called, ſhall” be ſubject to the trial and pe- 
nalties before . | 


8. And in order that the utmoſt impartiality 
be manifeſt in theſe regulations for the peace of 


the whole body, we alſo reſolve, That if 


any local-preacher, truſtee,” ſteward, or leader, 
ſhall diſturb the peace of the ſociety, by ſpeak- 
ing for or againſt the introduction of the Lord's- 
ſupper, or concerning the old or the new Plan, 


(ſo called,) the ſuperintendent of the circuit, or 


the majority of the truſtees, ſtewards and leaders 
of the ſociety fo diſturbed, ſhall have authority 
to ſummon a meeting of the travelling-preachers 
of the circuit, and the truſtees, ſtewards and 
leaders of that ſociety. Evidence ſhall be ex- 
amined on both ſides, and if the charge be 
proved, the ſuperintendent-preacher ſhall expel 
from the ſociety the perſon ſo offending, 


ADDENDA. 


1. The Conference 'by no means wiſhes to 
divide any ſociety, by the introduction of the 
Lord's-ſupper, and therefore except that a ma- 
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Jority of the ſtewards and leaders, who defire 


the Lord's-ſupper among themſelves, teſtify in 
writing to the Conference, that they are per- 


ſuaded that no ſeparation will be made thereby, 


they will not allow it. 


2. The ſacrament ſhall not be adminiſtered 
to a ſociety in any private houſe, within two 
miles of the Methodiſt-chapel, in which it 1s 
regularly adminiſtered. 


3- We all agree, that the pulpit ſhall not 


* a vehicle of abuſe. 


It has been our general cuſtom, never to 
nd or remove a ſteward or leader, with- 
out firſt conſulting the ſtewards and leaders of 


that ſociety; and we are reſolved to walk by 


the ſame rule. 


F. To prevent as much as poſlible the pro- 
greſs of ſtrife and debate, and conſequent di- 
viſions in our connection, no pamphlet, or 
printed letter, ſhall be circulated among us 
without the author's name, and the poſtage, or 
carriage paid. 

6. Nothing contained in theſe rules, ſhall 
be conſtrued to violate the rights of the truſtees, 
as _—_— in their reſpective deeds. 


— 


S XXVIII. The Agreement with the Truſtee 


of Briſtol, in 1794. 
To the Members of the Methodiſt . 


Briſtol, Aug. 8, 1794 


Dear BRETHREN, 


We have again taken into our mature. con- 
Fderation, the ſtate of our ſocieties in this 
Kingdom, reſpecting the adminiſtration of the 

Sacrament ; 


(6 
Sacrament ; and ſome other particulars which 
have engaged the attention of many of our peo- 
ple, and for the ſake of. peace and love, have 
come to the following reſolutions; EY 


I. Preaching in church-hours, ſhall not be 
permitted; except for ſpecial reaſons, and 
where it will not cauſe a diviſion, W 
to the plan of pacification. 


II. As the Lond's- ſupper has not been ad. 
miniſtered, except where the ſociety has been 
unanimous for it, and would not have been 
contented without it: It is now. agreed, that 
it ſhall not be adminiſtered in future, . where the 
union and, concord. of. the. ſociety, . can be pre- 
ſerved without it; according to the plan, of 
pacification. 


III. The preachers will not perform the 
office of baptiſm, except for the defirable ends 
of love, and concord. Though baptiſm, and 
the burial of the dead, were performed by 
many of the preachers, long before the death 
of Mr. WesLEy, and with His conſent. 


IV. It is agreed, that the management of the 
temporal and Tpiritual concerns of the ſociety, 
hall be ſeparated, as far as the purpoſes of 
peace and harmony can be anſwered thereby; 
or, as they have ever been ſeparated in times of 
the greateſt peace and harmony, (viz.) The 
temporal concerns, ſhall be managed by the 
ſtewards choſen for that purpoſe ; who ſhall 
Keep books, wherein all monies collected, re- 
ceived or diſburſed, on account of their reſpcc- 
tive ſocieties, ſhall be entered. 2. The ſpiritual 
concerns, ſhall be managed by the preachers; 


who have ever appointed leaders, choſen ſtew- 


arch, and admitted members into, and expelled 
F 2 them 
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them from the ſociety, conſulting their brethren 


the leaders and ſtewards, according to the rules 


before mentioned. The preachers alſo as 
hitherto, arc to appoint love-feaſts, and watch- 


nights, and to vary the time and places of 
preaching, claſs-meeting,. Ke. 


V. That the truſtees may have the fulleſt 


aſſurance that the Conference love them, and 


have not the ſhadow of a deſire to oppreſs them, 
any more then to reject any propoſals, which 
they conceive calculated to reſtore and preſerve 
peace and harmony: The following articles 
are added. | 


BI. The truſtees, in conjuckion with "IP 
ſuperintendent,” who ſhall have one vote only, 
mall chuſe their own ſteward; who ſhall re— 
ccive and diſburſe all feat-rents, and ſuch col- 
lections as ſhall be made, for the purpoſe of 
paying intereſt of money, due upon the premiſes, 
'or for reducing the principal, of all ſuch monies, 


ſo received and diſburſed. The aforeſaid ttew- _ 


ard, ſhall keep proper accounts in books pro- 


vided for that purpoſe ; which books ſhalt be 


open for the inſpection of the ſuperintendent, 
and audited in his preſence once every vear ; 
or oftener if convenient. Provided always, tit 


when the neceſſities of the work of Guo re- 


quire it, The truſtces ſhall allow « e, 


what may appear requiſite, for carrying on the 


work; ſo that it be not cramped. Lrovis od 
that if the ſeat-rents, and collections, fail hort 
of what will be ſuthcicnt to diſcharge the rente, 


intereſt of money, and other neceffary expences 
of the (chapels, the deficiency ſhall be made 


good, out of ſome other revenue of the ſocket, 


bo 
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be mterted all the accounts, both of the truſtees 


and the ſtewards, of the reſpective ſocietics, 


which ſhall be open for the inſpection of the 
truſtees, and others, and that the ſaid accounts, 
tall be annually audited in the preſence of the 
truſtees. Provided alſo, that nothing in theſe 
reſolutions, ſhall be conſtrued to extend to 


alter any. of the powers contained in the truſt- 


deeds. 
VII. No truſtee, (however accuſed, or de- 


fective in conforming to the eſtabliſhed rules 


of the ſociety,) ſhall be removed from the 
ſociety ; unleſs his crime, or breach of the 
rules of the ſociety be proved, in the preſence 
of the truſtees and leaders. 


Signed, in behalf of the Conference, 
THOMAS Hansy, Preſident. 
Tromas COKE, Secretary. 
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J XXVIII. Mr. WSI EV's Letter 10 the Cans 
ference in 1791; and ther Determination in 
conjequence of it. 


To the CONFERENCE. 


Cheſter, April 7, 1788. 
My vrar BRETHREN, 


Some of our travelling-preachers have ex- 
pretied a fear, That after my deceaſe, you 


would exclude them, either from preaching in 


connection with you, or from ſome other pri- 
vileges which they now enjoy. I know no other 
way to prevent any ſuch inconvenience, than to 
leave theſe my laſt words with you. 


F 3 I beſeech 
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I beſeech you by the mercics of Gop, that 
you never avail yourſelves of the deed of de- 
claration, to aſſume any ſuperiority over your 
brethren ; but let all things go on, among thoſe 
4 who chuſe to remain together, ex- 
actly in the ſame manner, as when 1 was with 
you, ſo far as circumſtances will admit. 


In particular. I beſeech you, if ever you 
loved me, and if vou now love Gop and your 
Brethren; to have no reſpect of perſons, in 
ſtationing. the preachers, in chuſing children 
tor Kingsw ood-fchool, in diſpoſing of the yearly 
tolleion and the preachers-fund, or any other 
public money. But do all things with a ſingle 
eye, as I have done from the beginning. Go 
on thus, doing all things without prejudice, or 
partiality, and Gop will be with you even to 
the end. 

JOHN WESLEY. 


N. B. The Conference have unanimouſly 
reſolved, That all the Preachers who are in 
full connection with them; ſhall enjoy every 
privilege, that the members of the Conference 
enjoy, agrecable to the above written letter .of 
our venerable deceaſed Father in the Goſpel, 
Except in voting for the Preſident and Secretary. 


— 2 


$ XXIX. Certain Rules agreed to by the Cen- 


ference at different times. 


1. No Ordination ſhall take place in our 
connection, without the conſent of the Con- 
ference; nor ſhall gowns or bands be ufed 
among us; or the title of reverend, be uſed at 
all. And it any brother ſhall break the above 
| mentioned 
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mentioned rule, he thereby” excludes Himself | 


from the connection. 

2. No preacher ſhall receive any thing from 
the circuit, on account of his children, who 
receive what is allowed from Ningswood- ſchool, 
nor after they have arrived at the age of ſeven- 
teen years. | 


None of us ſhall 1 in writing or con- 


verſation, ſpeak lightly or irreverently of the 


government under which we live. The oracles' 
of Gop command us to be ſubject to the higher 


powers, and that “ nour the King,” is there 
connected with the Fear of God.” 


4. No perſon. among us ſhall call another 
Heretic, Bigot, or by any other diſreſpectful 


name, on any account, for a e, in ſen- 
timent. 


5. No preacher ſhall leave his circuit, on 


any conſideration, between the Midſummer and 


the Michaelmas Quarter-days. 


6. A general Faſt ſhall be held in all our 
ſocieties, the firſt Friday after New-year's-day ; 
after Lady-day; after Midſummer-day; and 
after Michaelmas- day. 


7. Every preacher ſhall be confi dered as a 


upernumerary for four years after he has de- 
ſiſted from travelling, and ſhall atterwards be 
deemed ſuperannuated. 


8. Every Superintendent ſhall be at liberty 


to attend the Conferenee, or not: But in caſe 

of abſence, he ſhall ſend all his papers that are 

neceffary, by the Repreſentative of his diſtrict. 
9. No diviſion ſhall be made of any eireuit, 


where | it docs not appear to the quarterly- -mect= 


ing 
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56 
ing, the diſtrict- meeting. the Committee of Re- 
preſentatives, and the Conference, that there is 
ſuch an enlargement of the work as requires it. 


10. Every preacher before he is admitted in- 
to full connection, ſhall write an Account of 
his Life, and give it to Mr. SroRx. 


11. All letters not directed to, or belonging 
to the prefident, or the committee of Repreſen- 
tatives are to be paid for by the eireuits reſpee- 
tively from which the preachers come. And 
all thehorſes are to be paid for in the ſame way. 


12. No preacher who has been ſuſpended or 


expellcd, ſhall on any account, be employed 


as a local-preacher, without the authority of 
the Conference. 


13. No eireuit ſhall * more preachers 
then it con ſupport, unleſs in caſe of ſome ex- 
traordinary burthen, in. reſpect to wives and 


children, The circuits in Scotland, Ireland, 
and Wales, being excepted. | 


14. We ſtrongly recommend the religious ob- 


ſervance of the Lord's-day, and deſire our ſu- 


perintendents to exclude from the ſociety, all who 
buy or ſell on that ſacred day, except in caſe: 
of medicine for the fick, or for ſupplying ne- 


having for Funerats. 


. Any preacher brought out in the courſe 


of 8 4 year, if he have travelled nine months 


before the next Conference, ſhall be conſidered 
as if he had travclled the whole year. 


16. The Lord's-ſupper ſhall be adminiſtered 
by the ſuperintendent only, or fuch of his 
helpers as are in full connection as he ſhall 
appoint ; provided that no preacher be required 
to give it againſt his own inclination: And 


ſhould 


„„ 
mould it be granted to any place where the 


preachers on the circuit are all unwilling to 


give it, the ſuperintendent ſhall in that caſe in- 
vite a neighbouring l who is Properly 
ans to adminiſter it. 


As ſeveral inconveniencies have aide re- 
ſpedting the change of ſtewards; to remedy this, 
let it be obſerved, that: the office of a ſteward 
ceaſes at the end of the year : And every ſuper- 
intendent is required; at the end of the year, 
to change one ſteward at leaſt; ſo that no ſtew- 
ard may be in office above two years together, 
except in ſome extraordinary caſes. 


18. No preacher ſhall uſe tobacco for ſmoak- 


Ing, chewing, or ſnuff, unleſs it be preſcribed” by - 


a phyfician. And our people are deſired not to 
provide pipes or tobacco, for any of our 
1 


It is deſired that the money collected 
"Bu the Yearly collection, Kingswood- ſchool, 
and the Preachers- fund, be entered } in the gene- 

ral ſteward's books, in the reipective eireuits. 


29. t is deſired, that the Repreſentatives 
for ſtaci 1oning the preachers may always meet 
on the Wedneſday betore the Conference. 


21. .1 hat. we may, be favoured with the di- 
rection and bleſſing of Gop on our important 
work at the Conference, it is agreed, that on 
the morning of the firſt day of the Conference, 
the Pretident and Secretary ſhalt be choſen, and 
the reſt of the day be dedicated to faſting and 
prayer. And it is defired, that our ſocietics 
may join us in the ſolemn duties of the day. 


22. Whoever ſhall leave the Conference be: 
tore the buſineſs is finiſhed, and the Journals 
| | ſigned, 
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ſigned, muſt not complain on account of what 
may be done after their departure. 


23. As the preachers are eminently one body, 


nothing ſhould be done by any individual which 
_ would be prejudicial to the whole, or to any 


part thereof. Therefore, no preacher ſhall pub- 
liſh any thing, but what is given to the Con- 


"ference; and printed at our own preſs. The 


Book-committee to determine what is proper to 
be printed. That as a reward for his labour, 
whatever ſhall be approved of by the ſaid com- 
mittee, and printed, the author ſhall have an 
hundred, out. of every thouſand of the books, 
whether large or ſmall. And if publiſhed in 


the Magazine, he ſhall have a reaſonable al- 


lowance, the Conference being judges. But 
ſhould a manuſcript be rejected by the book- 
committee, a preacher may print it ; provided 
he do not ſell it at our chapels, nor advertiſe 
it from our pulpits. The deſign of this rule is 
to prevent any preacher in our connection from 


Telling at the doors of our chapels, or offerin 


to fell any books among our people, but thoſe 


which belong to the Conference, and come 


from our book-room. 


N. B. If any preacher be attacked by any of 
our enemies, and his character miſrepreſented, 
his printing a reply in his own defence ſhall not 


be deemed a breach of the above rule. 


24. The diſtricts ſhall determine when and 
where any chapel ſhall be built. But we adviſe 
that no one ſhall be built till abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, and till two thirds of the whole expence 
be ſubſcribed. 


25. Several 


C8} 

25. Several of the preachers have found 
their own horſes from the beginning: But we 
now recommend it to every circuit to find 
horſes for the uſe of the preachers: But 
in thoſe circuits which wiſh to be upon the fame. 
plan as formerly, it is defired, that no preacher 
may collect money for buying horſes. But that 
whatever may be judged needful of this kind, 
may be done by the ſteward of the circuit. _ 


26. All apothecaries bills ſhall be diſcharged 
in the circuits. And if the ſtewards cannot 
pay the quarterage of the preachers, their wives 


and children, they muſt have fewer preachers 
the next year. 


27. Let no diſtrict- meeting, no preacher or 
number of Preachers, or people whatſoever, on 
any conſideration, involve the Conference in 
any law-ſuit ; nor have any demand on the Con- 
ference for the expences, or any part of the 
expences of any law-ſuit. More eſpecially con- 
cerning chapels or preaching-houſes, without 
the en of the Conference previouſly ob- 
tained. | 


28. We have been diſappointed by married 
preachers, coming out to travel, in expecta- 
tion of being themſelves able to maintain their 
wives, independently of the Conference, who 
very ſoon became intirely dependent. How 
ſhall this be prevented? Let no preacher be 
received on this plan, unleſs he can bring in 
writing ſuch an account of his income, ſigned 
by the ſuperintendent, as ſhall ſatisfy the Con- 
ference. And if any perfon ſhall promiſe to 
maintain a preacher's wife, or children, he ſhall. 
give a bond to. the Conference for the ſum he 
intends to allow, 

| 29, Let 
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' 29. Let every 'preacher be mercifu! to his 

beaſt. Not only ride eee but tee that 
his horſe is taken preper care of. 


30. Let every ſuperintendent take care to 
provide every preacher's wife who may be ſta- 
tioned along with him, a lodging, coals and. 
candles, or ee that ſhe is allowed fifteen pounds 
a year. g 


. Let not all the vreacfiers' in any circuit, 
come to the Conference. And let thoſe who do 
come, ſet out as late and return as ſoon as poſſible. 


3 Prayer- meetings have been found ex- 
ceedingly uſeful, therefore let. us appoint them 
wherever we can make 1 It convenient. 8 
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. XXX. "The Rules of the Preachers Fund. 


44. How ſhall-we' raiſe a Fund for Dots 7 
upon of the ſuperannuated ERIN WP 
widows, and children ? 125 2 -%l 


"IN We will aſk the aſſiſtance of our Ness 
ble friends, once a year: And this being done, 
c prefchers themſelves ſhall ſudſcribe* in the 
2 lowing manner. 6 


* hy Every preacher' who ſhall be admit up- 
on trial, ſhall at the next and every ſubſequent 
Conference, till! his admiſſion into full Connec- 
tion, contribute one guinea. | 


2. Every preacher when he is received into 
full connection, ſhall contribute two guincas, 
and every ſucceeding year one guinea, 


3. No travelling preacher ſhall. be intitled 
to any benefit from this fund till he has paid, 
or cauied to be paid, ten guineas towards the 

ſupport 


oF 


| 3 61) 
ſupport of it; except as hereafter provided - 
But any preacher in full connection, ſhall be 


intitled to the privileges of the fund on paying 
ten guineas. 


4. All the money received towards the ſup- 
port of this Fund, ſhall be lodged in the hands 
of four ſtewards, choſen by the Conference. 
Theſe ſtewards ſhall give ſufficient ſecurity to 
. the committee choſen by the Conference, who 
ſhall ſee the rules, executed. And this com- 
mittee ſhall keep exact accounts of all monies 
received and paid, and ſhall lay them before 
the Conference every vear, 


. Every preacher. whom the Conference 
FR rg to be worn out, and who has not de- 
parted from the work, ſhall receive twelve 
pounds a year for life. And every preacher 
who has labourcd longer, then twelve years, 
without departing from the work; and is judged 
by the Conference to be worn-out, ſhall receive 
one pound annually for life, for every year he 
has travelled above twelve, to the time he be- 
came ſuperannuated, | | 


But this allowance ſhall not preclude the 
Conference from extending mercy to any dif- 
treſſed brother, his widow or children, whoſe 
caſe may be repreſented to them. 'They ſhall 
conſider his ſituation and circumſtances, and 
add to his juſt demand, what to them may 
appear needful to ſupport him comfortably. 


It ſhall likewiſe be in the power of the Con- 
tcrence to make ſuitable proviſion out of the 
Fund for the children of deceaſed Preachers, 
and diſtreſſed widows, on any occaſion which 
they {hall judge neceflary, 
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6. Every widow of a ttavelling-preacher, 
ſhall receive twelve pounds a year. And if her 
deceaſed hufband, travelled more then twelve 
years before he was worn out, ſhe ſhall be 
allowed: one pound” annually, for every vear 
her huſband travelled above. twelve, till the 
time he was ſuperannuated. 


N. B. If a widow marry ſhe ſhall have but 
half her allowance during her ſecond marriag ge. 
But if her ſecond hufband die, ſhe ſhall again 


receive the whole as before, while ſhe continucs 
a widow. 


If any travelling-preacher be ad 
or elde an invalid, before he has depoſited ten 
guineas in the fund, he ſhall be allowed twelve 

ounds annually for life, on condition that he 
ſubſeribe one guinea annually, till the ten 
guineas be ſubſcribed, or that he make up the 
ten guineas ſooner. 


8. If any married travelling- preacher die, 
before he has depoſited i ten guineas in the fund, 
his widow ſhall be allowed twelve pounds an- 
nually, for life, on condition that ſhe ſubſcribe 
one guinea annually till the ten guineas are 
ſubſcribed, or that ſhe make up the ten guineas 
ſooner. 


. No preacher ſhall have any right to-this 
fund, till he be admitted into full connection. 


10. The widow, of a. preacher that: has 
never been admitted into full connection, ſhall 


have no right to the privileges of this fund 


11. If any widow of, a preacher as aforc- 
ſaid marry, her annuity ſhall be at her own 
diſpoſal; ; and be paid to her quarterly, by the 

Superintendent 


=» 
Superintennent of the circuit, in which ſhe re- 
ſides, and no otherwiſe. 


12. No perſon ſhall be intitled to any benefit 
from this fund, who has voluntarily left the 
work, or who ſets up for himſelf independantly 
of the Methodiſt conference and connection. 

13. No Preacher who ſhall be excluded this 
connection for any crime, or -miſdemeanour, 
ſhall have any benefit from this fund, except 
the money he may have ſubſcribed: towards the 
ſupport of it, which ſhall be returned to-him. 


14. No Travelling-preacher who neglects to 
pay his ſubſeription, for four years ſucceſſively, 
(except thoſe engaged in foreign Miſſions,) thall 
have any benefit from this fund. And every 
TI ravelling-preacher, who does not bring, or 
fend his ſubſcription to the Conference every 
year, ſhall be fined five ſhillings. 


45. This fund ſhall never be reduced to leſs 
than one thouſand pounds. 


16. If it ſhall happen at any future period, 
that the fund, cannot ſupport the burthen upon 
it; then in ſuch a caſe the committee, with the 
advice of the Travelling-preacheis, ſhall adviſe 
the beſt method, and uſe the moſt prudent means 
to raiſe the Fund. 


17. No part of this fund ſhall be applied to 
any other purpoſes, than thoſe directed by theſe 
rules; and all monies that have been borrowed 
from it ſhall be repaid with legal intereſt 


18. The head-maſter of Kingswood-ſchoal 
for the time being, and the book-fteward for 
the time being, ſubſcribing as above to the 
fund, ſhall have all the privileges allowed by it. 
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The preſent ſtewards of this Fund are Alex- 
ander Mather, John Pawſon, Thomas Taylor, 
and William "Thompſon. 


The preſent Committee are, Robert Roberts, 
Thomas Coke, John Allen, Richard Rodda, 
Samuel Bradburn, James Rogers, Joſeph Brad- 
ford, Benjamin Rhodes, 


How or in what form, may a perſon leave a 
legacy to the preachers- fund? 


A. Let him leave it to any perſon, or per- 
ſons that he can confide in, in truft for that 
purpoſe ; without mentioning the deſign in his 
will. Suppoſe to any one or more of the pre- 
ſent Rewards, 


. 


$ XXXI. tn Account of Kingsweed-Schaol. 


2. 37. What can be done for the ſupport of 
KR ingswood-School ? 


A. Let a public collection be made, in all the 
ehapels throughout the three kingdoms, the 
Sunday before, or after Midſummer ; and let 
the following account be read. 


TEE Wisdom and Loye of Gon, IE 
now- thruſt out a large number of Labourers, 
into his harveſt, Men, who deſire nothing on 
carth, but to promote the Glory of Gop, by 
ſaving their own fouls, and thoſe that hear 
them. And thoſe to whom they miniſter ſpiri- 
tual things, are willing to miniſter to them of 
their carnal things, ſo that they have food to 
eat, raiment to put on, and a place where to 
lay their head, and are content therewith. | 


A com- 


(. 65. )) 

A competent proviſion is likewife made for 
the wives of married preachers. Theſe alfo 
lack nothing, having a quarterly allowance over 
and above for their little children. So that 
neither they nor their huſbands need to be care- 
ful about many things, but may wait poſe 
the Lord without diſtraction. 


Let one conſiderable difficulty lies on thoſe 
who have boys, when they grow too big to be 


under their mothers' direction. Having no 
father to govern and inſtruct them, they are 
expoſed to a thouſand temptations. To re- 
medy this, we have a Schoel on purpeſe for 
them, wherein they have all the inſtruction 


they are capable of, together with all things 


neceſſary for the body. 


In whatever view we look upon this, it 1s 


one of the nobleſt charities that can be con- 
ceived. How reafonable is the inſtitution? IS 


it fit that the children of thofe who give up 
themſelves Wholly to the work ef the Lord, 


and labour to fave fouls: from death, ſhould 
want what is needful either for the foul, 


* 


body? Ought not we to ſupply what "hs 
parent cannot, becauſe of his labours in the 
Goſpel? How excellent are the effects of this 


inſtitution? The parent eaſed of his weight, 


* 


can the more chearfully go on in his labour. 


And perhaps, ſome of thoſe children may here- 


after fill up the place of thoſe that mall reſt. 


from their labours. 
It is well known that the children want no- 


thing; that they ſcarce know what fieknefs 
3 that they arc well inſtructed in what 
ever they are capable of learning ;. that they 
ate carefully, and tenderly governed; and 
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„ 
dhat conſtant care is taken that the behaviour of 


all belonging to the houſe, is ſuch as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


But the expence of ſuch an undertaking ts Z 


very large, ſo that neceſſity obliges us once a 


year, to alk the afliſtance of all thoſe, in every 
place, who wiſh well to the Work of Gop, 
who long to ſee ſinners converted to Gop ; and 
the Kingdom of CRHRISA ſet up in all the earth. 


_ All of you, who are thus minded, have an. 
opportunity now of ſhewing your love to the 


goſpel. Now promote as far as in you lies, 


one of the nobleſt charities in the world. Now 


forward, as you are able, one of the moſt ex- 


cellent defigns, that was ever ſet on foot in this 
kingdom. Do what you can to comfort the 
parents, who give up. their all for you, and to 


give their children cauſe to bleſs you. You 


will be no poorer for what you do on ſuch an 
occaſion. Gop is a good pay-maſter. And 
you know, that in doing this, you lend unto. 


the LoxD; in due time he will pay you again. 


It is now agreed, that the boys ſhall be 
received into the ſchool, at - the age of eight. 


years, and that they ſhall continue till they 
are fourteen... 


That if any preacher can give a ſufficient 


reaſon why his boy ſhould not go to the ſchool, 


he ſhalÞ be allowed twelve pounds a year from 


the Kingswood- ColleQtion, 


That the daughters of Fravelling- tiers. 
from the time that they are nine years of age, 
ſhall receive from the ſaid Collection _ 
guineas A. year, for four Years, 


- CXAXET 


1 
$ XXXII. An Account of the Yearly Colletions 


0: 37. How may we raiſe a GENERAL Fuxn 
for carrying on the work of Gop? 


A. By a yearly Subſcription, to be propoſed 
by every ſuperintendent, when he viſits the 


claſſes at Lady-day, to be received either then, 
or at the viſitation, following. 


To this end, he may read and enlarge upon 
the following hints in every ſociety. 


How ſhall we ſend, a ſufficient number of 
labourers into thoſe parts, where they are moſt: 
of all wanted? Suppoſe the North-Weſt of 
Ireland, the North of Scotland, Wales, and: 
many parts of England? Many are willing to. 
hear, but are neither able, nor willing to bean 
the expence. Nor can it as yet be expected of 
them: Stay till the Word of Gop hath touched 
their hearts, and then. they will endeavaur ta. 
provide for them who preach it. Does it not: 
lie upon us, in the mean time,. to ſupply. their 
lack of ſervice? To raiſe a General Fund, 
out of which, from time to time, the expence- 
may be defrayed? By this. means,. thoſe who, 
willingly offer themſelves, may travel through. 
every part, and. ſtay wherever there is a call, 
without being burthenſome to any. Thus, may 
the Goſpel, in the life and power. thereof, be 
ſpread from ſea to ſea. Which of you wilt 


not rejoice to throw in your mite, to promote 
this glorious work? 


Beſides this, in carrying: on ſo large a work 
through the three kingdoms, there are calls for 
money in varidus ways, and we muſt frequently 
be at conſiderable expence, or the work muſt be 
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( 68 } 
at a full flop. Many too are the occafional 
dittrefſes of our preachers, or their families, 
which require an immediate ſupply. Other- 
wife their hands. would hang down, if they 
were not conſtrained to leave the work. 


Let every member of Society, once a year, 
ſet his ſhoulder to the work; contributing more 
or leſs, as Gop hath proſpered him, at the 
Lady-day viſitation of the claſſes. Let every 
one herein, do as he is difpoſed in his own 
mind, and according, to the ability which Gon. 
giveth, and there will be no lack.- 


Men and brethren, help! Was there ever a 
call like this, fince you tirft heard the Goſpel 
formd? Help to relicve your companions in 
the kingdom of J+sUs, who are preſt above 
ure. « Bear ye one another's burdens, 
and ſo. fulfill the Law of CHRIST. Help to 
ſend forth able, willing Labourers, mto our 
Loxyr's Harveſt : So ſhall you be afltftant in 
ſaving ſouls from death, and hiding a multitude 


of fms. Help to foread the Goſpel of your 


Salvation into the remoteſt corners of the king- 
dom, till the knowledge of our LORD fhall 
cover. the Land, as the waters cover the ſea. 
So ſhall it appear to ourſelves, and all men, 
that we are indeed one body, united by one 
Spirit: So ſhall} the baptized heathens be yet 
again conftrained to cry out, „Sec how theſe 
Chriſtians: love one another! 


The money thus ſubſe rived, hall be viounke 7 
to the Conference by the aſſiſtant Preacher. 


SXXXIII. 
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6 XXXIII. How 4% PRESERVE the CHAPELS, 


O. 38. Are all our Chapels ſafe? 


A. Not all: For ſome of them are not ſettled 


upon truſtees. Several of the truſtees for others 
are dead. | 


2. 39. What then is to. be done? 


A. Let the truſtees, who have debts on any 
of the chapels, give a bond to ſettle them as 
ſoon as they can be indemnified. 


Let the ſurviving truſtees chuſe others with- 


out delay, and let them indorſe their Deed thus. 


« We the remaining truſtees of the Me- 
thodiſt Chapel in Mt, do according to the 
power veſted in us, by this Deed, chuſe A. B. C. 


to be Truſtees of the faid Chapel, in the place 
of D. E. F. deceaſed. Witneſs our hands.” 


The Deed muſt have two new Ten Shillings 


Stamps on it; and for that purpoſe muſt be 
{ſent up to the Book-room. 


Every Deed muſt be drawn on parchment 
with. two ten ſhillings ſtamps. 


If it relate to a chapel out of London, it 


mutt be acknowledged by the perſon, or per- 
tons, conveying the premiſes to truſtees, (after 
the execution of it) before a Maſter-Extraor- 
dinary in Chancery. And it muſt be enrolled 
in Chancery, within fix lunar months after the 
execution, or it is of no validity. It muſt 
therefore be ſent to the Book-ſteward, allow- 
ing him ſutheient time to get it enrolled. 
— Almoſt every eminent Attorney at law in 
the Country, is a Maſter- Lama in 
Chancery. 

40. In what manner may a Chapel, or 
Preaching- houſe be ſettled ? A. In 
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A. In the following manner: 


Year of 
the Reign of our Sovereign Lord GEoRGE the 
Third, of Great-Britain, "France, and Ireland, 

King, Defender of the Faith, and fo forth ; 
and in the year of our Lok one thouſand ſeven 


This IxXDENTURE made in the 


hundred, and —BRTWEEN A. B. of D. in 
the county of C. on the one part, and F. G. 
H. I. K, &c. on the other part, WITNXxESSETIr, 
That in conſideration of the ſum of five ſhil- 
lings of lawtul money of -Great-Britain, by 
the faid F. G. H. I. K. to the ſaid A. B. 
truly paid before the ſcaling and delivering 
hereof, the receipt whereof the ſaid A. B. doth 
hereby acknowledge, and for divers other con- 
ſiderations him there-unto moving, the ſaid A. 
B. hath granted, bargained and fold, and by 
theſe preſents doth bargain and ſell, unto the 
n. . K, Ke. and their Executorz, 
Adminiſtrators and Aſſigns, all that lately 
erected Houſe or Tenement known by the name 
of the Methoditt Chapel, fituated in. —afore- 
ſaid, now in the tenure or occupation of——to- 
gether with all the ways, drains and privileges 
to the ſaid premiſes appertaining, and all the 
Profits thereof, with all the right, title and in— 
tereſt in Law and Equity. Lo have and to hold 
the {aid Chapel and other premiles to the ſaid 
F. G. H. I. K, &c. and their Aſſigns for 
ever. Nevertheleſs, upon fpecial truſt and con- 
fidence, and to * intent that they and the 
Survivors of them, and the Truſtees for the 
time being, do and ſhall permit from time to 
time, and at all times for ever, ſuch perſons as 
fhall be appointed at the yearly Conference of 
the people called Metliodiſts, held in London, 
Briſtol, 


3 

Briſtol, Leeds, Mancheſter, or elſewhere, 
ſpecified by name in a Deed, inrolled in Chan- 
cery, under the hand and ſeal of the Rev. 
John Weſley, and bearing. date 28th day of 
February, 1784, and no others, to have and 
enjay the ſaid premiſes, in order that they nay 
therein preach and expound Gop's holy word. 

And perform all other acts of religious worſhip. 
Provided that the perſons to appointed preach 
no other doctrines than are contained in Mr. 
WesLtv's Notes upon the New- T eſtament, and 
nis four volumes of Sermons, by him publiſhed; 
Provided alſo that the ſame Preacher, ſhall not 
be ſent to the ſaid Chapel, for more than two 
years ſucceſſively, without the conſent of the 
14jd Pruſtees given in writing. That the ſaid 
Truſtecs, ſhall have full power to chuſe from 
among chemſelves, a Steward, or Treaſurerz 
who ſhall receive all the teat rents, &c. which 
money ſo received, thall be applied towards 
paying the Intereſt of all monies. due upon the 
premiſes, for repairs of the ſaid Chapel, and 
toward reducing the principal till the whole is 
paid. That in cafe of neceſſity the ſaid 'Truſ- 
tees, ſhall have full power to mortgage the 
premiſes; till the debt contracted be fully dif- 
charged. Or, if the Methodiſt Society in that 
place, ſhould. be diſſolved, or come to nothing, 

or if a larger, or more convenient Chapel 
ſhould be wanting, then in either of the atore- 

mentioned caſes, the Truitecs for the time bez 
ing, ſhall have full power to ſell the premiſes, 
and in the latter cafe, ſhall difpoſe of the pur- 
chaſe money towards building another Chapel; 


In witneſs hereof, the faid A. B. hath here- 
unto ſet his hand, and ſeal, &c. 
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8 XXXIV. Certain Regulations made at Lad, 
in 1797. 
To the Methodiſt Societies. 


| LEDs, Aug. 7, 1797. 
Dear BRETHREN, 


We think it our duty to inform you by the 
earlieſt opportunity, of the meaſures we have 
taken, in order to ſatisfy thoſe of our We" 8. 
who have been made more or lefs uneaſy b 
ſundry publications circulated through the So- 
cieties: and we truſt, that on a ſerious con- 
ſideration of the regulations we have agreed to 
at this Conference, you will ſee that the ſacri- 
fices in reſpect to authority which we have 
made on the part of the whole Body of Tra- 
velling-preachers, evidence our willingneſs to 
meet our Brethren in every thing which is con- 
ſiſtent with the exiſtence of the Methodiſt Diſ- 
cipline, and our readineſs to be their fervants 
for Jeſu's ſake. | 


I. In reſpect to finances, or money -matters : 


1. We have determined to publiſh annually 
a very minute account of the diſburſements, or 
application of the yearly collection: And, 
2. A full account of the affairs of Kings- 
'wood-ſchool, 


That all bills for the e of Travel- 
ling- preachers, and their families, in reſpect 
to deficiencies, houſe-rent, fire, candles, f1ck- 
neſs, travelling-expences, and all other mat- 
ters of a temporal kind for their ſupport, for 
which the circuits cannot provide, ſhall firſt 
meet with the approbation of the quarterly- 
meeting, 


4 
meeting, and be ſigned by the general ſte ward 
of the circuit, before they can be brought to 
the Diſtrict- Committee. 


II. In reſpect to all other temporal matters : 


1. It has been determined, that no circuits 
ſhall be divided, till ſuch diviſion has been ap- 
proved of by their reſpective quarterly-mcetings, 
and figned by the general ſtewards. | 


2. That no other temporal matter ſhall be 
tranſacted by the diſtrict-eommittees, till the 
approbation of the reſpective quarterly-meetings 
be firſt given, ſigned by the circuit ſtewards. 


III. In reſpect to the receiving and exclud- 
ing private members of ſociety : 


1. Ihe leaders'- -meeting ſhall have a right 
to declare any perion on trial, improper to be 
received into the foctety: and after ſuch de- 
claration, the ſuperintendent ſhall not admit 
ſuch perſon into the ſociety, 


2. No perſon ſhall be expelled from the 
ſocicty for immorality, till ſuch immorality be 
proved at a leaders' meeting. 


IV In reſpect to the appointment and re- 
moval of leaders, ſtewards, and local- Preachers, 
and concerning meetings : 


1. No perſon ſhall be appointed a leader or 
ſteward, or be removed from his office, but in 
conjunction with the leaders“ meeting: the no— 
mination to be in the ſuperintendent, and the 
approbation or diſapprobation in the leaders 
meeting. 

2. The former rule concerning local-preacher 
is confirmed: viz. That no perſon ſhall receive 
a plan as. a local-preacher without the appre- 
bation of a local-preachers' mecting. 


H Ko 


T 7 ] | 
2. In compliance with a requeſt made by 
the committee of perſons trom various parts, 
namely, „That the Conference be requeſted 
to reconſider and reviſe thoſe rules, which re- 
late to the calling of meetings, and appointing 
local preachers, made laft year,” we tay, * No 


local-preacher ſhall be permitted to preach in 


any other circuit than his own, without pro- 
dacing a recommendation from the ſuperinten- 
dent of the circuit in which he lives; nor fuf- 
fer any invitation to be admitted as a plea, but 
from men in office, who act in conjunction with 
the ſuperintendent of that circuit which he 
viſits.” The deſign of this rule is to prevent 
any, under the character of local-preachers, 
from burdening the people, either by collecting 
money, or by living upon them; and to pre— 
vent improper perſons, who bear no part of 
the expence, from inviting local-preachers thus 


to vifit them. But it never was intended to 
reflect the leaſt diſreſpect on any of our worthy | 


brethren, the local-preachers, who, conſidered 


as a body, we greatly reſpect, And it ſhould. 


not be loſt ſight of, that ſeveral of the moſt 
reſpectable local-preachers in the kingdom, 
who were in the committee, which met the 
committee of preachers appointed by the Con- 
ference, declared their high approbation of the 
rule, and defired that it might be ſtrengthened 


as much as poſlible, as none eould Juſtly com- 
plain of it. | 


4. As the committee above-mentioned re- 
queſted alſo, that the Minute of the laſt Con- 


ference concerning the calling of mectings to 
conſider of the affairs of the ſociety or con- 


nection, be ines: And as we are excced- 
ingly 


_ FS]... = 
ingly deſirous of preſerving the peace and union 
of the whole body ; we have agreed upon the 
following explanation; viz. 


(J.) As the leaders' meeting is the proper 
meeting for the ſociety, and the quarterly-meet- 
ing for the eireuit, we think that other formal 
meetings, in general, would be contrary to the 
Methodiſt ceconomy, and very prejudicial in 
their conſequences : But, 


2.) In order to be as tender as poſlible, 
9 with what we believe to be eſſential 
to the welfare of our ſocieties, we allow, that 
other formal meetings may be held, if they 
firſt receive the approbation of the Superinten- 
dent, and the leaders', or quarteriy- meeting; 
provided alſo, that the Superintendent, if he 
pleaſe, be preſent at every ſuch meeting. 


V. We have ſelected all our ancicat rules, 
which were made before the death of our late 
venerable Father in the Geipel, the Rev. Mr. 
WeEsLEY, which are eſſential rules, or pru- 
dential at this preſent time; and have ſolemnly 
ſigned them, declaring our approbation of them, 
and determination to comply with them; two 


preachers excepted, who in conſequence with- 
drew from us. 


VI. We have determined, that all the rules, 
which relate to the ſocieties, leaders, ſtewards, 
local-preachers, truſtces and quarterly-meet- 
ings, hall be: publiſhed with the rules of the 
ſociety, for the benefit and convenience of all 
the members. 


VII. In reſpect to all new rules, which 
mal! be made by the Conference, 


„„ 1 


„ 

It is determined, that if at any time the 
Conference ſee it neceſſary to make any new 
rule for the ſocieties at large, and ſuch rule 
mould be objected to at the firſt quarterly-meet- 
ing in any given circuit; and if the major part 
of that meeting, in conjunction with the 
preachers, be of opinion that the enforcing of 
uch rule in that circuit will be injurious to "the 
proſperity of that circuit; it ſhall not be en- 
torced in oppoſition to the judgment of ſuch 
quarterly- meeting before the ſecond Conference. 
But if the rule be confirmed by the ſecond Con- 
ference, it ſhall be binding to the whole con— 
nection. Nevertheleſs, the quarterly- meetings 
rejecting a new rule, ſhall not by publications, 
public- meetings, or otherwiſe, make that rule 
a cauſe of contention ; but ſhall ſtrive by every 
means to preſerve the peace of the connection. 


Thus, brethren, we have given up the 
greateſt part of our executive government into 


your hands, as repreſented in your different 


public-meetings. 


1.) We have delivered the whole of our 
182 collection to your management. For 
we know by experience, that the bills of the 
quarterly meetings, if only mere juſtice be 
done to the preachers and their families, will 
amount to much more than the yearly col- 
lection. The Conference will in this bufinefs 
have no authority whatſoever. They will have 
nothing but the trouble of receiving the money, 
and paying the bills which ſhall have been 
fent to them from the quarterly-mectings, and 
been approved of by the diſtrict-committees. 
And when the accounts are publiſhed by the 
Conference, every quarterly-mecting may com- 

pare 
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cm) 
pare its own accounts with thoſe of the-Con- 
ference, and thereby have as complete a check 


as the nature of things can poſſibly admit of. 


The Conference has reſerved to itſelf the 
management of its own book- concerns. This 
is moſt reaſonable: as the inſtitution was efta- 
bliſhed for the carrying on of the work of Gop 
under the direction of Mr. WESLEx and the 
Conference: was continued, by the deed, or 
codicil of Mr. WESLEV's will, for the uſe of 


the Conference: as the whota burden of the 


management of the bufineſs lies upon the Con- 
ference and the ſervants they employ, and on 
the ſuperintendents of circuits : and alfo, as it 
is the only fund which can ſupply any defi- 


ciencies of the yearly collection, as the ac- 


counts publiſhed in our Minutes for ſeveral 
years paſt clearly evidence, the yearly collection 
having not been nearly ſufficient for the wants 
of the preachers and families, and for the carry- 
ing on of the work of God in general. 

2.) The whole management of our temporal 
concerns may now be truly ſaid to be inveſted 
in the quarterly- meetings, the diſtrict- meetings 
having nothing left them but a negative. 


(3.) Our ſocictics have a full check on 
the tuperintendent by means of their leaders 
meeting, in regard to the introduction of per- 
ſons into ſociety; whilſt the ſuperintendent has 
ſufficient ſcope allowed him for the increaſe ot 
the ſocieties, not only according to the com- 
mon courſe of things, but at the times of re- 
markable out-pourings of the Spirit of Gop. 


(4 9 The members of our ſocicties are de- 
livercd from cvery apprehenſion of elandeſtine 
expulſions; 


* 


expulſions; as h ſuperintendent would be 


bold indeed, who would act with partiality 
or injuſtice in the preſence of the whole 
meeting of leaders. Such a ſuperintendent, 
we truſt, we have not among us: and if ſuch 
there ever ſhould be, we ſhould be ready to do 
all poſſible juſtice to our injured brethren. 


{5-) There is now no ſociety-officer among 


us, who can be received without the conſent 


of that meeting, to which he particularly be- 
longs : nor can any officer be appointed, ex- 
cept upon the ſame plan. 


(6.) In order to prevent any degree of preci- 
pitation in making of new rules, and to obtain 
information of the ſentiments of our people on 
every ſuch rule, we have agreed to the article 
mentioned under the 7th head, by which no 
regulations will be finally confirmed, till after 
a year's conſideration, and the knowledge of the 
ſentiments of the connection at large, through 
the medium of all their public-officers. 


In mort, brethren, out of our great love for 
peace and union, and our great deſire to ſatisfy your 
minds, we have given up to you far the createſt 
part of the ſuperintendent's authority: and, if 
we conſider, that the quarterly-mectings are 

the ſources, from whence all temporal regu— 
lations, during the intervals of the Conterence, 
muſt now originally ſpring ; and alfo that the 
committee formed according to the plan of paci- 
fication can in every inſtance, in which the truſ- 
tees, leaders, and ſtewards chuſe to interfere 
reſpecting the gifts, doctrines, or moral cha; 
racter of preachers, ſuperſede in a great meaſure 
the regular diſtrict-committees ; we may, tak- 

i2g all theſe things into our view, truly ſay, 

that 
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that ſuch have been the ſacrifices we have made, 
that our diſtrict-committees themſelves have 
hardly any authority remaining, but a bare 
negative in general,” and the appointment of a 
repreſentative tg afſiſt in drawing up the rough 
draught of the tions of the preachers. And 
beſides all th e have given the quarterly- 
meetings opportunity of conſidering every new 
law, ot ſuſpending the execution of it for a 
year in their reſpective circuits, and of ſending 


their ſentiments upon it to the Conference, 
beforc it be finally confirmed. 


We have repreſented theſe meaſures which 
we have taken for your ſatisfaction, in as con- 
ciſe a manner as we well could, giving you the 
ſenſe of the whole, not only for brevity" s ſake, 
but for expedition, that you may be informed 
of the general heads of our proceedings as ſoon 
as poſſible. In the regulations which will be 
publiſhed with the rules of the ſociety, as men- 
tioned above, you will have the whole at large. 
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& XXXV. Sundry ADVICES fe the PREACHERS, 


Be tender of the character of every brother, 
but keep at the utmoſt diſtance from counte- 
naneing ſin. | 

Say nothing in the Conference but what 1s 
ſtrictly neceſſary, and to the point in hand. 


If accuſed by any one, remember, recrimi- 
nation is no acquittance, therefore avoid it. 
Beware of impaticnce of contradiction; be 
firm, but be open to conviction. The cauſe is 
Gop's, and he needs not the hands of an 
Uzzab 


( Bo ) 
Uzzah to ſupport the Ark. The e too 


tenacious of a point, becauſe you brought it 
forward, is only feeding ſelf. Be "_ my 
if a majority decide againſt you... 


Uſe no craft or guile, 
Genuine ſimplicity will ald port itſelf. 
But there is no need. al ways oO fay all you 
know or think. 


Beware of too much confidence in your own 
abilities, and never deſpiſe an opponent, 


Avoid all lightneſs of ſpirit, even what would 


be innocent any where elſe. Thou Go ſceft 
me.“ 


